Minutes of the Sorghum and Millet Germplasm Committee

December 10, 2009 (9-11:00 AM)
ASTA Meeting, Chicago, IL

Dr. Jeff Dahlberg called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. Names and addresses of the attendees are attached.

Minutes from the December 11, 2008 at the ASTA meeting had been made available to the Committee and Gary Pederson moved to accept the minutes and Ken Kofoid seconded. The minutes were approved.

Dr. John Erpelding provided a Curator’s report (see attached pdf file). Dr. Erpelding talked about the work he is doing to characterize anthracnose resistance in various collections. Dr. Fred Miller asked about whether or not the races of anthracnose had been identified on Puerto Rico, and Dr. Erpelding indicated that they working on identifying the races present. He is also looking at sweet sorghum germplasm source and scoring them for juiciness and dryness.
Dr. Gary Pederson handed out a report about activities from Griffin (see attached pdf file). Distributions were up this year. A total of 17,072 sorghum samples were distribute this year, 14, 705 domestically and 2,365 to foreign users. Most of the domestic requests came for the public research community. Germination testing continues on the collection and at the end of 2009, 34,300 sorghums have been tested since 2002. One extremely important activity that has taken place this year is a duplicate analysis of our collection with ICRISATs. There are 21,607 sorghum accessions in common between the two collections. They have been also distributing the Sorghum Association Panel and have distributed 18 sets of the panel.

There was some discussion on handling genetic stocks and what to do with Dr. Keith Schertz’s collection. Dr. Dahlberg will work with Dr. Pederson to work on this collection.
Dr. Peter Bretting gave a brief report concerning efforts taking place at the National Program level (report was circulated to members prior to meeting and attached). Fort Collins has gotten a permanent research leader. There has been a modest increase in the overall budget. Dr. Molly John is the new Deputy Under Secretary and has a keen interest in germplasm. Has expressed interest in the National Plant Germplasm System, GEM, and training plant breeders.
Dr. Fred Miller provided an update of the restored Sorghum Conversion Program, which is being partially funded by the United Sorghum Checkoff Program and MMR Genetics. One hundred fifty-two items have been started and they were from selections from Ethiopia, Sudan, and Mali. Sixty-four have been planted in the darkhouse. Bob Klein and David Jordan are looking at DART technologies to optimize the system. They are looking at the possibility of tagging yield genes.

Dr. Dave Ellis provided an update of the activities at NCGRP in Fort Collins. He was a bit concerned about the lack of PVP submission by the sorghum industry. They have been fairly active in the past and Fort Collins had received none this past year, from either the private or public sector.

Drs. Ellis and Pederson, along with Dr. Jeff Pedersen in Lincoln outlined a proposal to collect johnsongrass samples around the country to evaluate gene flow and look at the diversity within the species. They believe this will be important in the future because of requirements for the introduction of new technologies in the crop. Ken Kofoid moved to support this effort, Gary Pederson seconded. The Committee voted to support this work, with one nay vote.
Dr. Dahlberg gave a brief update on work with the Global Trust on the Sorghum Global Strategy. Though the descriptors have been completed, they have not been published. There has really been very little leadership from ICRISAT to implement the strategy, so Dr. Dahlberg’s suggestion is to give them another couple of months and if nothing is accomplished, the SMGC should take the lead on this strategy and working to see it get implemented.
Research Reports: Reports from the proposals from the 2008-2009 funding cycle have not been provided to the committee at this time. Dr. Dahlberg is working to secure them.

2009-2010 Research Requests: Eight requests were made to the Committee for recommendation to the ARS for funding. Voting members of the committee were asked to submit their priorities to Dr. Dahlberg.

Dr. Dahlberg brought up that several committee members were scheduled to be off the committee this year. They are Drs. Jeff Pedersen, Ken Kofoid, Bill Rooney, and Jeff Wilson, and Mr. Mike Lenz. Dr. Dahlberg will ask whether or not they wish to continue to serve. He will also ask Dr. Mitch Tuinstra whether he can continue to serve. He also suggested that a representative of the biotech industry should be asked to serve on the Committee and he will explore asking one of their representatives to serve.
The next scheduled meeting will be held at the ASTA meeting in Chicago.

Dr. Dahlberg moved to close the meeting. Dr. Kofoid seconded and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:45 AM.
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