Sugarcane Crop Germplasm Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Bay Point Marriott, Panama City, Florida

June 16, 2010

Attendants (arranged alphabetically):

	Arro, Jie A.

Ayala-Silva, Thomas

Bickmeier, Bill

Comstock, Jack

Del Blanco, Alicia

Gilbert, Rob

Glen, Neil

Gravois, Kenneth

Hameed, Ilsman

Jackson, Windell

Kimbeng, Collins

Liu, Pingwa

Maroon-Lango, Clarissa

Mock, Ray

Muhammad, Khuohi

Que, Youxiong


	Davidson, Wayne

Edme, Serge

Glaz, Barry

Grisham, Mike
Hale, Anna

Hoy, Jeff

Pan, Yong-Bao

Pontif, Michael

Richard, Charley

Sacks, Erik

Shine, Jim




Introductions – Sugarcane Crop Germplasm Committee
Minutes – Motion to approve by Windell Jackson and seconded by Jim Shine. Approved.
Quarantine Update – Clarissa Maroon-Lango (handout: Annual quarantine report to the Sugarcane Crop Germplasm Committee)
a) Staff Introductions

b) New tests incorporated – sugarcane striate mosaic virus

c) Interception of diseases – RSD in Japanese accessions et al.

d) Miscanthus accessions processed 134 and 43 did not establish. Rule change with seed germination allowed within the corn growing season.

Tissue Culture – 4 plants and grow out 2 for each TC accession.

Bacilliform virus status – general discussion
· Note of appreciation for improvements from group to the staff at Beltsville.

· Charlie R. concerned for space limits because of TC grow-outs.

World Collection Report (Miami) Tomas Ayala-Silva

Power Point

· 1,300 total clones in the collection
· 330 S. spont. and replanted in July 2007 (grown in pots on concrete)

· May 2008 the collection was replanted in better land on the station.
· APHIS Noxious weed permit due for renewal in April 2011.

· Bill Bickmeier hired in April 2010 to help care for the site.

· S. off and some S. rob. back-up move to site with better soils.

· 230 S. off. clones sent to HARC in October 2009 as backup.

· Replacing clones lost due to Hurricanes Andrew and Wilma.

· Replacing clones lost due to cold weather in Jan 2010 (33°F) 5-6 (S. sinense) young plants (S. barberi)

· Possible exchange of Germplasm with Japan and Russia

· Screening for RSD is done; S. off is screened for SCYLV.

· Distributions of clones listed: recipient pays for shipping and phytosanitary certificates.

Ray Mock, USDA-ARS-NGRL, Beltsville, MD (PowerPoint)

Lab Update – Plant Dis. Res. Unit (supports quarantine work)
· Most work of their work is on virus and virus-like pathogens.

· Optimize Tissue Culture techniques for virus elimination.
National Plant Germ System (NPGS) 
· NPGS Budget - Modest FY2010 increase, and a ‘proposed’ increase in FY2011.
· GRIN-Global updates are in process. International based system

Serge Edme – CGC funded grant report (PowerPoint)
· Evaluating Saccharum germplasn for Cold Tolerance

Importation of Fuzz from Foreign Countries (reports from Pathologists)

· Hoy asked Clarissa to provide an overview
· Clarissa – Conditions imposed by permitting are restrictive. Conditions cannot be met.

· Grow in APHIS approve facility; get seed to distribute is nearly impossible.

· Propose to change permitting which needs seed transmission data.

· India or other nations with S. spont. will not export plant material but will provide seed as an only means of accessing the germplasm.

· Hoy (leaf scald) Made crosses from infected plants at St. Gabriel and grew out seedling and detect for the disease. Diseased plants are less likely to flower and then decrease in viable seed. 5 crosses (HoCP 89-846) with 3 males; HoCP 00-950 (female) with males all were negative for leaf scald.

· Jack Comstock (SCYLU) 13 families (7 females) and for YL germinated (100 progeny/cross) Detected YL in the seedling population. Grown for 8-10 weeks before sampling. Used two techniques for disease detection. Work is inconclusive but does provide caution for changing the current rules. Work will be repeated.
· M. Grisham (Sorg. Mosaic) 2008 crossing season; collected seed, germinated seedlings; caged plants; Negative results for mosaic. If infected plants show symptoms within 10 days to 2 weeks. Several hundred plants tested.

· Clarissa – Permit (from Australia) to allow fuzz in from China; ID the source is from an area free of disease; de-fuzz seed; fungicide treat; inspection; germinated after bleach treatment; grow 3 months and tested 4 times. If negative for all times, plants to open quarantine. Tested 4 more times, then released to the researcher. Discussion regarding a system suitable to U.S. Improve disease testing technique for fuzz directly. Small committee will further explore the Australian option: Jeff Hoy, Jack Comstock, Windell Jackson, Jim Shine, Anna Hale, Mike Grisham, Collins Kimbeng, Clarissa, Mike Irey, and Ray Mock.

Orange Rust Update – Jim Shine

3 year anniversary of finding orange rust. Quarterly conference calls with USDA are on-going.
· 10% yield loss cane and sugar yields up to 40% losses

· Fungicide Sect. 18 approved (Headline, Caramba fungicides)

· UF pathologist will be employed to work with ARS scientists at Canal Point.

· Orange rust is more persistent than Brown Rust.

· Very fluid variety picture. Bottom line is diversify!
Miscanthus – Eric Sacks CGS Options

(PowerPoint) Perennial Grass Breeder

· Eric is in need for the sugarcane crop germplasm committee or a sub-committee to provide focus and guidance for the Miscanthus national collection.

· Kenneth Gravois proposed that a Dr. Saks provide a proposal in writing to the sugarcane CGC group who will form a small committee to review. He was encouraged to propose a Miscanthus collection trip that overlapped with a Saccharum collection trip.

Adjourn

