Sugarcane Crop Germplasm Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Biloxi, Mississippi

June 17, 2009

Attendants (arranged alphabetically):

	Committee members (at outset of meeting)

Comstock, Jack

Del Blanco, Alicia

Gilbert, Rob

Gravois, Kenneth

Jackson, Windell

Legendre, Ben

Maroon-Lango, Clarissa

Richard, Charley

Richard, Edward

Schenck, Susan*
Schnell, Ray

Shine, Jim

Tew, Thomas

Thomas, Ayala-Silva

Wisler, Gail

*By speaker phone from Hawaii
	Non-members

Calerno,

D’Haut, Noel

Dat, Lawrence

Davidson, Wayne

Edme, Serge

Glaz, Barry

Grisham, Mike (elected)
Hale, Anna (elected)
Hernandez, Eddie

Hoy, Jeff

Ming, Ray

Pan, Yong-Bao

Pontif, Michael

Scheffler, Brian

Whalen, Stephanie*

Zhou, Marvellous




Minutes:

Minutes were presented by Kenneth Gravois.  Windell Jackson made a motion to accept the minutes and Ed Richard seconded.

I. Report – Clarissa Maroon-Lango, APHIS
Quarantine Activities – Beltsville (Handout)

1. Personnel overview

2. PGQP reorganization

3. Sugarcane stripe mosaic virus – diagnostic test to add to other tests by the fall. Molecular test for fungi for Miscanthus 
4. 84 clones in building. 580 and 23 clones were released (Handout).  30 clones slated for “cleanup” via tissue culture.

5. Miscanthus: 53 clones entered for total of 128.  Released 28 clones 

6. MTA’s need to be worked out institution – institution before release of a clone.

7. Movement Hawaii – U.S. and vice versa need not go through Beltsville.  State to State agreements will cover this.

8. Fuzz from Hawaii can be moved domestically under similar rules for other state to state movement.  Houma, Canal Point, Miami only

9. Awaiting seed transmission data of Fiji Disease and Ramu Stunt (typically clones with these two diseases do not flower) from Barry Craft in Australia.  Other seed transmission information will be collected: Mosaic (Mike Grisham), YLS (Jack Comstock), Leaf Scald (Jeff Hoy)

II. World Collection – Thomas Ayala-Silva, USDA-ARS-SHRS

1. Accessions were replanted in 2008; S. spontaneum collection was replanted June 2007 in pots on concrete slabs (replanted every 2 years)

2. Back-up collection in tissue culture with seed (fuzz) samples to be sent to NCGRP in Fort Collins (cryo-preservation) for seed

3. Continuing to replace clones lost due to Hurricane Andrew (1992) and Wilma (2005)

4. Re-introduce S. officinarum clones from Brazil

5. Collection tested for YLS, RSD, orange rust – all negative

6. Discussion on germination of seed (S. officinarum) in NCGCP (Fort Collins).  It is the responsibility of the CGC to maintain seed and test the viability of seed and to make decisions regarding seed storage issues.
III. Report – Gail Wisler for Mark Bohning - National Germplasm Resources Lab  (handouts)

1. GRIN Global

2. Plant exchange office – supports collection of germplasm

3. Increase green house space for sugarcane to accommodate plants coming through tissue culture.

4. SCSMV work and some other molecular diagnostics (see handout)

IV. Nomination for Committee Members and Officers

1. Chairman Nominations:  Kenneth Gravois – decline.  Anna Hale nominated by Kenneth Gravois and second by Jim Shine.  Approved

2. Anna Hale replaces Tom Tew on committee

3. Kenneth Gravois re-appointed secretary

4. Open slots on committee – Texas to replace Jorge DaSilva.  Will wait until the position is filled.
5. Mike Grisham replaces Ed Richard on committee

V. Jim Shine thanked the USDA and APHIS groups in Beltsville for the excellent work being done. The progress in moving clones through quarantine is exemplary and great progress has been made in tissue culture propagation and disease testing.  Members of the Sugarcane CGC heartily endorsed Jim’s comments.

Adjourn – Invitation to Genomics Meeting
