Minutes Phaseolus Crop Germplasm Committee (PCGC) Meeting
Compiled by John Hart (Acting Secretary)

October 30, 2013

Portland, OR

Present:

Carlos Urrea


Jim Kelly


Phil McClean

Jim Steadman


Julie Pasche


Juan Osorno

Jim Neinhuis


Giles Waines


John Wamata

Emmalea Ernest

James Beaver


Timothy Porch

Greg Varner


Phil Miklas


Paul Gepts

Casper Beneke

Talo Pastor-Corrales

Steve Noffsinger

Shree Singh


Ted Kisha


Julie Thayer

Jeff Safe


Karen Cichy


Alex Karasev

Introduction of members and guests and approval of minutes of past meeting

The meeting was convened on October 30, 2013 at the Double Tree Hotel in Portland, Oregon. Members and guests were introduced. PCGC Chair Phillip Griffiths called the meeting to order and moved to approve the minutes from the previous years meeting. Juan Osorno made a motion to approve the 2012 minutes, Tim Porch seconded the motion, and the motion was carried.

Introduction of new W-6 curator, Ted Kisha

Ted Kisha was introduced as the new W-6 Phaseolus curator. Ted is very excited to serve and interact with the entire research community. Ted reported on some of his initial service and research activity, including the investigation, collection, and deposition of wild populations of P. polystachios, the transfer of P. lunatus accessions from CIAT to the W-6 with the assistance of Tim Porch, and his collaboration with researchers from the University of Florida to investigate Phosphorus use efficiency in snap beans. Ted has also been involved in outreach efforts including the mentorship and hosting of a counterpart Phaseolus curator from Kosovo. The discussion of genepools beyond P. vulgaris lead Ted to also mention his interest in strengthening the P. coccineus collection by examining variation within accessions since this collection is suspected to have been compromised by significant outcrossing during a past increase in Hawaii. Ted also communicated his willingness to receive P. costaricenis accessions from Shree Singh. Additional details and discussion related to the W-6 Phaseolus collections is conveyed below under ‘Status of the Phaseolus Germplasm Collection.’
Update of CGC funded projects

Phil Miklas reported on his group’s effort to screen the Andean Diversity Panel (ADP) for resistance to Fusarium root-rot (Fusarium solani). This effort is currently underway, and one replicate of this screen has been completed. He is confident that the screening methodology is working well, and two additional replications of the screen will take place in the next four to five months.

Karen Cichy reported on her group’s effort to evaluate cooking quality in the Central American and South American core collections. Karen’s project has been limited by seed quantity of photoperiod sensitive accessions, but seed of these collections have been increased by Tim Porch in Puerto Rico. The evaluation has resumed.


Juan Osorno reported on his group’s effort to screen the core collection for resistance to Halo Blight. Juan’s efforts had also been limited by seed quanitity of photoperiod accessions and pathogen x temperature interactions during screening. Juan is now confident that the screening methodology is working well and two replications of the evaluation have been completed. Juan has identified 29 resistant accessions and five highly resistant accessions. Association mapping efforts are imminent. 

With regard to what is being funded by the CGC, Jim Neinhuis encouraged that a more diverse range of projects by funded in the future, and in particular, that they be more inclusive of snap beans. Phillip Griffiths noted that updates have been forwarded to Gary Kinard and Peter Bretting, and also asked that research cooperators consider developing a list of priorities for germplasm evalution for the benefit of potential grantees.
Status of the Phaseolus germplasm collection

W-6 Curator Ted Kisha, and Resarch Technician Julie Thayer reported on the status of the germplasm collection. They presented their update both verbally and through a written report. The minutes presented here will not duplicate the report, rather, they will convey the discussion of the membership with regards to the status of the collection. 
Phil McClean asked that the genetic resources of the BeanCAP project (diversity panels, and associated SNP data) be deposited, increased, and made available. Many cooperators present echoed their support for this and the curator team agreed to follow up with this. Jim Myers asked that these diversity panels be included in the genetic stocks page of the website. Jim Steadman noted that information on the efforts invested in the diversity panels needs to be centralized in order to prevent duplication of effort and to identify future research priorities for these resources.

Julie Thayer asked for input on what cooperators would like to see in GRIN and added that the curator team is willing to accept this type of input on a rolling basis.  Carlos Urrea conveyed that he would like to see the data from his evaluation of the core collection for resistance to bacterial wilt be uploaded to GRIN. Julie noted that she or Ted would prefer to receive this type of information directly, and see that the data gets uploaded. Julie also noted that seed images are being uploaded to the collection, and links to CIAT images are also being integrated. Juan Osorno asked if the collection would be willing to provide larger samples (60 seeds) of photoperiod accession so that cooperators could have adequate seed for germplasm evaluation. Paul Gepts suggested that perhaps the W-6 could work with CIAT to increase photoperiod accessions to reduce the expense of greenhouse increase. Julie Thayer noted that special requests for larger amounts of specific germplasm can be made by sending an email to herself or Ted.
Status of crop vulnerability report
There was no update on the status of the crop vulnerability report. Paul Gepts conveyed that immense effort will be required to generate such a report, and suggested that it be written for publication in a journal to justify this effort. Paul also suggested that it could include as many coauthors as necessary. Many cooperators agreed with this sentiment and many are likely willing to be coauthors. Talo Pastor-Corrales conveyed that he would like to see the assessment of vulnerability include pathogens, climate change, and in general a much broader assessment of the threats to the production of common bean. Many cooperators agreed, and Paul intends to initiate this effort by drafting a section outline and making a call for review and coauthorship. 
Exploration proposals

Tim Porch conveyed that the request for proposals for germplasm exploration tend to be last minute. It was asked that cooperators think critically about how to use these proposals to strengthen the collection. Tim also noted that exchange agreements with foreign governments need to be finalized before proposals are submitted, citing his own difficulty with a collection effort in Mozambique. 
Grin Global
Ted Kisha conveyed that the rollout of GRIN Global is imminent, and that he would like the cooperators to evaluate it critically. Ted has agreed to accept criticisms and suggestions from cooperators and to see that this feedback is integrated into the improvement of the database.
Change of committee membership 

Mark Brick forwarded his request to relinquish his secretary role. Tim Porch volunteered to replace Mark in this role. Phillip Griffiths made a motion to confirm Tim in this role, Shree Singh seconded this motion, and the motion was carried by a majority vote.  

Next meeting

The next meeting will be held in conjunction with the W2150 meeting to be held in Puerto Rico (date and location TBD)

Adjourn 

Phillip Griffiths proposed to adjourn the meeting, Shree Singh seconded this motion, and the motion was carried by a majority vote.
