Minutes

Clover and Special Purpose Legumes Crop Germplasm Committee

Sunday, November 1, 2009, 3:30-5:30

Lawrence Room, Westin Hotel

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

1. Introductions and announcements.
Those attending
Michael Peel
(Secretary)

mike.peel@ars.usda.gov
Twain Butler



tjbutler@noble.org
Stephanie Greene


Stephanie.greene@ars.usda.gov
Gary Pederson


gary.pederson@ars.usda.gov
Jorge Mosjidis


mosjija@auburn.edu
Ann Blount



paspalum@ufl.edu
Brad Morris



Brad.morris@ars.usda.gov
Candice Gardner


Candice.gardner@ars.usda.gov
Mark Bohning


mark.bohning@ars.usda.gov
Nancy Ehlke (Chair)


nancy@umn.edu
Peter Bretting


peter.bretting@ars.usda.gov
2. Agenda additions and approval of agenda
There were no additions to the agenda.  Motion made by Jorge Mosjidis to approve agenda, second by Candice Gardner, motion carried.

3. Approval of minutes of the October 5, 2008 meeting

Motion by Jorge Mosjidis and second by Ann Blount to approve minutes of Oct. 5, 2008 meeting.  Motion carried. 

4. Chairman’s report

Nancy Ehlke will be Chair and Michael Peel secretary 2009-2011, In 2011 a new secretary will be chosen to start in 2012 at which time Michael Peel will move in the Chair position for three years. 
5. Old business

Nothing to report.
6. New business

Next meeting in Long Beach, Ca. Meeting will be late in the day on October 31, 2010.
New collection trips.

· Stephanie Greene working on possible collection in Turkmenistan.

· Jorge Mosjidis – still working on trip to Greece.  Twain Butler indicated that Andy Hopkins with Noble made a trip to Greece last year.

· Ann Blount is planning a collection trip to Argentina for grasses and legumes, will focus on perennial peanut.  Would like a letter of support.   
7. Reports from NPGS.GRIN staff

Mark Bohning

· New permanent RL (I believe that this was for the National Germplasm Resources Lab.)
· Updates to Grin – Trying to move away from Oracle base to an MS based to avoid license fees. 

· Mentioned survey sent out to users of GRIN – encouraged everyone to participate.
· GRIN Global will have links to data bases from other countries

·  Biennial CGC’s Chairs meeting in Geneva, NY in late July – Will conflict with NAAIC.  (The NAAIC meeting will be July 27-30, 2010)
Additional details were included in his written report.
Peter Bretting
· Mentioned three personnel changes.

· Site development changes. 10,000 accession of NPGS germplasm shipped to Svalbard seed vault for long term storage. NPGS is partnering with Bioversity and GCDT on project to transform GRIN into GRIN-Global to link world’s plant gene banks. 
· Budgets.  The budget for FY 2010 provides some increase for USDA/ARS.  FY09 internal ARS reallocations benefited several NPGS genebanks with modest increases in funding.

See Peter’s written report for additional details.  

8. Curator reports

Stephanie Greene
· Received more germplasm requests from outside the US than from within.  In the Lotus sent out 85 within the US and 265 to non-US locations.  Trifolium sent out 118 within the US and 187 to non-US locations. 

· Received a total of 31 new accessions for FY 09. 

Additional detail provided in written report. 

Stephanie Greene Reported for Barbra Hiller who was not present.  Barbra provided a written report. 

· Filled 682 germplasm requests with the vast majority from Onobrychis.  Distributions were up significantly from last year.   Many of these requests were from home gardeners and hobbyists.  Received 18 new accessions.  WRPIS received an increase in base funds in FY 09 and used to upgrade facilities.
Gary Pederson
· In 2009 distributed total of 451 accessions, 185 to foreign organizations, 35 to US state agencies and universities, 3 to USDA ARS, 158 to US commercial organizations, 23 to US individuals.  
· Has been regenerating very old accessions with difficulty.  Continues with short day regeneration. Nearing completion of GRIF accessions.
· Participated in a switchgrass collection trip in North Florida.  Collected 46 populations.

· Reports unit continues to shrink, down from six to two farm crew personnel.

Brad Morris

· Germplasm distributions 644 total.  138 foreign, 142 US commercial, 9 USDA-ARS 92 US public, 255 state ag. experiment stations, 8 US AID.

· 120 accessions were regenerated last year.  Regenerations tried to focus on species that have some value including medicinal as well as food and forage.  Will attempt to get 140 accessions regenerated his year. 
· Lab improvements include purchase of NMR for oil analysis, evaporator, and HPLC.

David Brenner (Candice reporting)

· Distributed 498 accessions to date in 2009.  Acquired 13 new Melilotus accessions in 2009. 

· Added over 1,000 observations into GRIN on morphological characteristics of Melilotus regenerations. Completing backlog of 13 years of data, to date only 3 years of backlogged data remain. 

· Established 32 accessions of Melilotus in August of 2009 for regeneration and data collection in 2010.  

9. Adjourn
Prior to adjourning potential new members were mentioned.  Arvid Boe (South Dakota State Univ.) and a legume breeder at Noble Foundation.
Adjourned at 5:11.
