BYLAWS FOR THE SMALL FRUITS CROP GERMPLASM COMMITTEE
NAME: The official name for the committee concerning small fruits shall be the “Small Fruits Crop Germplasm Committee”.
FUNCTION: To gather a committee of scientists and advisors on wild and cultivated species of small fruits, to provide expert advice on germplasm collection, maintenance, evaluation, and enhancement for the curator of the small fruits collections, scientists of industry and public research programs, and organizations such as the USDA –Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and State Agricultural Experiment Stations (SAES). The genera having greatest impact on the small fruits industries worldwide (Fragaria, Vaccinium, and Rubus) will be given highest priority, and other genera, especially those not included in other CGCs, can, when the need arises, receive attention by the Small Fruits CGC.
RESPONSIBILITIES:
1. Assess adequacy of collections

2. Identify breeding programs that are in danger of being lost

3. Advise curators on regeneration procedures

4. Assess the impact of biotechnology on germplasm needs

5. Monitor staffing and infra-structure for NPGS sites and provide suggestions for increased support

6. Provide means for commodity groups to voice opinions on the need for genetic resources
7. Report CGC activities to commodity groups 

8. Maintain knowledge of international genetic resource programs

9. Develop concise reports when requested on germplasm activities for each crop(s)

10. Maintain updated versions of the Crop Germplasm Committee reports and vulnerability statements

11. Maintain the descriptor lists in GRIN and ensure appropriate data is entered into the system

12. Advise curators and GRIN on molecular data that should be incorporated into the system

13. Suggest improvements for the GRIN public system

MEMBERSHIP:
1. Membership shall include researchers from the 1) USDA-ARS and other national agricultural research organizations, 2) universities, and 3) industry researchers and other representatives of the small fruits industries.

2.  Representation of these three groups and the priority genera shall be balanced as well as is reasonable.

3. Coordinator of the National Clonal Germplasm Repository (or representative) shall be a permanent member of the Committee, serving in an ex-officio capacity.
4. Representatives from the USDA-ARS National Program Staff for Germplasm and Horticulture Crop Production shall be ex-officio members of this committee. Representatives from the National Plant Germplasm Resources Laboratory, the Plant Introduction Stations and others may serve as consultants and ex-officio members for resource purposes.
Members of the Small Fruits Crop Germplasm Committee shall serve a term of three years. The Chair will be elected to serve a term of three years. All terms can be consecutive. All members having served previously on the Committee will be eligible for the Chair position. New members of the Committee will be recommended and elected by the Committee. Any vacancy on the Committee will be appointed by the Chair, with the approval of the Committee.

FACILITATION:
The Small Fruits Crop Germplasm Committee will be facilitated through the office of the Coordinator, USDA-ARS National Plant Germplasm Resources Laboratory (NPGRL), Beltsville, Maryland.

The Small Fruits Crop Germplasm Committee will report their activities to the Germplasm Program Coordinator and the National Program Leaders.
