Pyrus CGC Activities

Annual meeting:  Meeting to be determined based on need and convenient location for the majority of members.  We have usually held meetings in conjunction with the Northwest Pear Research Review.  Teleconference can also be held at any time deemed necessary by the chair or membership.  


The purpose of the annual meeting would be to plan activities, review reports from the National Clonal Germplasm Repository on the Pyrus and Cydonia collections and from USDA-APHIS plant quarantine on their germplasm importation activities. 


Our major annual responsibilities include germplasm acquisition and evaluation.  Those duties include general guidelines and well as setting specific priorities.
Plant Germplasm Evaluation Grant Program:  The call for proposals has come from USDA National Program Staff in July or August, with a deadline for submission of the proposals and our ranking in early December.  Chair duties are to send out the call for proposals, proposal format, and evaluation criteria to committee members and to advertise the Pyrus/Cydonia call for proposals with appropriate scientific societies and any researchers or university departments that the chair deems appropriate.   Sometimes specific researchers have been contacted to solicit a proposal based upon the committee’s evaluation priorities.   
Germplasm acquisition:  Any germplasm that needs to be imported from outside the US needs to go through the USDA-APHIS system.  Certified virus and phytoplasma-free budwood from certain countries can be imported without an extensive quarantine and testing period using a Post-Entry Permit.  I think the countries for tree fruits are Canada, UK, France, Germany, Netherlands, and Belgium, but APHIS would have to be consulted.  All other germplasm would have to go through plant quarantine for a period of years.  Two programs are available: a free program operated by APHIS at Beltsville, MD and the fee-for-service program of the National Clean Plant Network (formerly IR-2 and NRSP5) in Prosser, WA.  Import permits from APHIS are required for both programs.  Germplasm of pome fruit (apple and pear) for entry into the APHIS quarantine and testing program is limited to 50 accessions per year.  An application for accession “slots” is required, usually by September 1 of each year for importation in the following year beginning in January.  

Germplasm exploration and exchange:  The CGC can develop foreign trips for the purpose of exchanging germplasm with foreign collections or to collect wild germplasm from natural populations as well as indigenous cultivars.  This program and funding is administered by NPGS through the Plant Exploration Office of the National Genetic Resources Laboratory in Beltsville.   

APHIS Plant Quarantine:  The CGC has been asked to provide a list of priority germplasm to be entered into the disease indexing.  This is for germplasm intended for NCGR in Corvallis.  There is a backlog of imported germplasm, some of which has been in quarantine for over 20 years.   The chair and committee need to coordinate indexing priorities with Dr. Margarita Licha, who is an ex-officio member of the committee.  In the past, the curator and the chair (R Bell) have reviewed the list of quarantine accessions and developed a list of priorities.  
Pyrus/Cydonia Germplasm/Genetic Vulnerability Report:  This is an important document, as NPGS refers to it to respond to information requests from USDA and ARS administrators, OMB and Congress.  It should be amended as necessary, but major versions are suggested to be made at least every five years.  Our last revision was made in 2004, so we are overdue. This is a major report to the 


National Plant Germplasm System that documents the status of germplasm 


worldwide, in the US as well as the NCGR collection.  It should also report on 


breeding or evaluation activities of importance to the industry.  The report and 

updates/amendments set acquisition/exploration/exchange and evaluation priorities. 
Information requests from NPGS and ARS National Program Leader:  We periodically receive requests for information.    
