
NRSP-6 Meeting Tentative Agenda
College Station, TX

April 17th-18th, 2012

MONDAY, APRIL 16th
Try to arrive by 6 pm. 

6:00-7:30: Wine and cheese at Miller’s home

7:30-8:30: Dinner at local restaurant

TUESDAY, APRIL 17th
8:00: Vans will pick up participants at motel

8:30: Welcome (Dean Mark Hussey and Director Craig Nessler) 
8:45-11:30: NRSP-6 business 

11:30-1:30: Lunch at University Club

1:30-3:45: NRSP-6 business

4:30-6:30: Private tour of George Bush Presidential Library & Museum (Patricia Burchfield, Deputy Director)
7:00-9:00: Dinner at Christopher’s 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18th
8:00: Vans will pick up participants at motel

8:15-9:15: Brief NRSP-6 business meeting and possibly tour of Borlaug Center 
9:15-10:00: USDA Cotton Gene Bank Tour (Richard Percy and James Frelichowski)

10:00-10:30: Transport to USDA Pecan Gene Bank Facility
10:30-11:30: Tour and Presentation – USDA Pecan Breeding Program (Tommy Thompson, Research Geneticist, and Larry Grauke, Research Horticulturalist)

11:30: Return to campus via airport (drop off participants with ca. 12:00 flights)
NRSP6 TAC 2012 BUSINESS MEETING TOPICS

Preliminaries 

1.  Welcome, introductions, misc. announcements, distribution of documents 

2.  Approve, add to, schedule and prioritize agenda items 

3.  Review of 2011 minutes 

4.  Chair Miller appoints Resolutions Committee 

Reports and Action (*) items

5.  Lead AA 

6.  Other regional AAs  

7.  Regional and ARS Tech Reps 

8.  Agriculture and Agrifood Canada 

9.  Industry perspective

10.  NRSP6 Annual Report and agenda items (Bamberg)


* Tuber distribution policy in light of disease considerations (see attached)

11   Collecting and taxonomy (Spooner)


12.  USDA, ARS admin (Bretting, Wisler)

13.  NIFA

14.  APHIS/Quarantine (Abad) 

15.  *Review and approve resolutions

16   *Elect new officers and set next meeting venue

Production Method of NRSP-6 Yearly Tuber Offerings

By M. Martin

Every year NRSP-6 offers approximately 120 different varietal tubers to our clientele for planting.  We have offered this service since 2005, and it is very popular. Over the last 8 years we have never had a compliant of disease in the over 8000 plus distributions we have made of these tubers.

The purpose of this discourse is to make you aware of the method by which these tubers are produced, the disclaimer that accompanies the tubers, and to be sure that you, as our technical advisors, feel the precautions and methods we are using are adequate.

These varietal tubers are produced from either in vitro plants or tubers. Of the 120 varieties offered each year, roughly 40 varieties are from tissue-cultured plants, 40 varieties are from tubers that were from tissue-cultured plants one year earlier, and 40 varieties are from tubers that were from tissue-cultured plants two years earlier.  This enables us to offer a variety for three consecutive years and then replace it with a new variety from the tissue culture collection.  

In vitro material used to produce the varietal tubers is tested free of viruses, PSTVd and BRR. The tubers are produced on plants isolated in an insect-controlled greenhouse, on benches, and in sterilized clay pots containing commercial soilless mix.

Below is the disclaimer (printed on bright yellow paper) that is attached to every packing slip that has varietal tubers.

DISCLAIMER
These tubers were produced on plants isolated in an insect-controlled greenhouse on benches, in sterilized clay pots containing commercial soilless mix, and originating from in vitro material which tested free of viruses.  However, they are not guaranteed disease free.  We recommend that the most appropriate use of these tubers is destructive testing or one-year field growouts which you are confident would present no risk to your program.   Otherwise, retest the tuber material for pathogens that are of concern to your program.  You assume any added risk these tubers present as an alternative to ordering the corresponding in vitro forms.

The greenhouse spray program was not done with a food crop in mind, so these tubers are...

               NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION
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SANITATION AND DISEASE TESTING TECHNIGUES
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Note: B. Plaisted objected to the circled section, saying we could not say they were “free” only tested
TRAVEL and LODGING

College Station is served by Continental out of Houston and American out of Dallas. Often the cost of flying directly into College Station is no more than flights to these two cities. Try to arrive in College Station prior to 6 pm on Monday, April 16th. Both Continental and American have flights out of College Station around noon on Wednesday. We will try to meet people or arrange for the motel to meet incoming flights. 

Rooms have been reserved at the TownePlace Suites by Marriott in Bryan/College Station under the code NRSP-6. A cutoff date of April 2nd has been established for this block of rooms. Room reservations can be made online or by contacting Michelle Moore at (979) 393-9121 or michelle.moore@marriott.com. Room rate is $93 per night for one bedroom studio suites and $111 per night for two bedroom suites. The two bedroom suites have doors for privacy into each bedroom if you want to share. 

One bedroom:

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/CLLTB?groupCode=NRSNRSA&app=resvlink&fromDate=4/16/12&toDate=4/18/12 


Two bedroom:

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/CLLTB?groupCode=NRSNRSB&app=resvlink&fromDate=4/16/12&toDate=4/18/12
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