
Report to NRSP-6 Technical Committee, June 2015

Northeast Region Representative:  Walter De Jong


The Northeast region received 142 units of germplasm, spread across 20 requests, in 2014.

Forty-six of the accessions were sent to researchers at land grant universities and 25 units were sent to researchers at non-land grants.  Forty-eight of the accessions were sent to the Scatterseed Project (www.gardeningplaces.com/scatterseed.htm), an independent program that seeks to preserve genetic diversity for future generations.   The remaining 23 accessions were distributed to eight individuals interested in one or more specific varieties for home gardening, or for hobby breeding.

Comment received from one recipient, Mark Lichtenwalner (Pennsylvania): 

I'm still doing some potato breeding work, and rely on the gene bank at times for new material.  I haven't been doing much work with TPS since I haven't been doing any international work recently, but it's still on my list of objectives.  I'm spending more time looking at heat and drought tolerance and scab resistance.  So with the current weather pattern here, I'll probably go broke this year, but will have a great year for identifying new lines.

Last year was a nice growing season, so everything grew well, difficult to identify lines for heat and drought tolerance.  I have a few comments, hope there will be useful:

VEKARO, nice set of red tubers that also sized up well.  Not many flowers, was not useful last year for breeding.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AURA, I was interested in trialing this one for fingerling types. It looked very nice on it's own, could be a useful variety if it grows that nice every year.  Not many flowers, but it is workable for crossing.

MEDUZA, TEENA, TORRIDAON, again all grew well, good flowering, should be potential breeders.

CANASTA, adapted surprising well in my climate, making a good set of 1-2 inch tubers.

SAIKAI 35, I requested this in 2013 for it virus Y resistance and it's phureja background.  The tubers are very attractive with a bright, smooth skin and red eyes.  I found it very useful as a male, and currently growing out a number of crosses from this line, will be interesting to see the results.
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