
10 SEEDS AND PLANTS IlYIPORTED.

rrhere is a place for a peach in the southern part of :B""'lorida, if
only the tree suited to that region of tropical southern rains can be
found. .it freestone variety (No. 4t>66:2) of the peen-to type froll1 the
1-4~rench 'Vest Indies, \vhich is said to resist decay, may furnish this
southern" peach.

It has seemed a little strange that so excellent a fruit as that of
the passion vine, \vhich ranks alllong the best fruits of l\..ustralia,
should still be practically an llnknO\Vll fruit on our 111Ul'kets. rrhe
hard-shelled sweet granadilia of Guatemala (Pa,ss'i-jlora, li.gula)'M/ls, No.
45614), \vhich instead of being purple in color is a deep orange­
yello,v and instead of shriveling' keeps its plnnllJ forn1, lllay attract
people more than the commoner species, P. ed1.ll'is.

Mr. Frank N. bJIeyer's introduction of the grafted varieties of the
Chinese jujube has resulted in the development of that very heat­
resistant fruit in Texas and California. rrhe introduction of 34
cbstinct varieties of jujubes fronl the island of ~fauritius, ,vhich be-
long to a different botanical species (Ziziphus 1nauritia11a, Nos.
45625 to 45658), may make the creation of ne,v forms possible. This
l\fauritian fruit is said to be sold in the villages of the island in
large quantities and to be appreciated by the Europeans as well as
by the native inllabitants of tIle island. T11is inventory announces
also the introduction of a third species froln Argentina (Z"izi.phus
1nistol, No. 45227). Since no breeding has ever been done in this
genus, it ,viII be interesting to see \vhat can be done in the crossillg'
of these different species. News COllles of the existence in the Punjab
of jujubes of large size, \vhetller of one of these species is not yet
definitely known here.

The ,vide use of ('asua:rina equ'lset'ifolia as a street tree in southern
Florida has engeIldered considerable discussion as to its benefits. It
is possible that the Sumatra speci~s ((). sU1natra1ta, No. 45659) , ,vhich
is more handsorne, 11lay prove hardy enougIl' and beautiful enough
to "Tarrant its substitution for the "4<\.ustralian pine."

The breeders ,vIlo are ,vorking ,vitIl the genus -Ribes will be glad
to get the Chinese form, llibes fa8ciculatun~ chinense (No. 45689),
\vhich is unique in that it ripens its bright-red fruits in the fall of
the year instead of in the summer.

l~he Smyrna fig industry is an established thing in (;alifornia,
hut apparently n1uch ,york rell1uins to be done in getting the best·
series of caprifig varieties ,vllicIl will llarbor tIle Blastopllaga.
Dr. Trabut's hybrid (No. 45235) bet\veen the ~\byssinian·or Ery­
threan fig (Firnl8 p"al1nata) and tIleconl111on fig (I? carica) ll1ay play
a role in this respect, since the ".A..byssininn species makes excellent
caprifigs.


