
INVEN1'ORY ()}' S}~El)S AND .PIJANrrS IMPORTED BY
THE OFl-'ICE O}-' FOftEIGN SEED AND PLriNT INTRO­
DUCTION DUR;ING THE PERIOD }-'ROM OCTOBER 1
TO DECEl\JIBER 31, 1917 (NO. ~~3; NOS. 45221 TO
45704).

INTROn"UCTORY STATEMENT.

'llhis inventory eo,~ers the period from October to December, in­
C·IllSiv0. 1917. During this tilne ~\gl'iellltnl'al I~xplol'er }1'1 rnnk X.
l\leyer \vas on his last trip, exploring the upper lTangtze River around
fchang, and ..:-\griC'ultul'al Explorer "TiL~OIl I\>pPIloe ,vas in the
'Tera Paz region of Gnatelnala (fig". 1). l'h(\ cpllections of these
t\VO Illen forn1 a sul)stantial addition to the llP'Y plants of this
conntl:Y·

)11'. Meyer found about 40 varieties of citrus fruits in the region
~round Ichang: of these he sent in S0l118 intpresting varieties of
tnandarins and pllIl1melos (Xos. 45;)11 to 45815) HIHl" a large-fruited
"Ta1npi (CflallCflitt 7anslum. Xo. Jt)3:2R). '''hieh is {'losely related to
(~itrus but has slllall pubescent fruits. ~\s yet this fruit is prae-
:ically unkno,,~n in ..\n1erica, although a great favorite ,vith the
Chinese. Mr. ~Ieyer's suggestion that the] arge ocher-yello,v flo,,~eI'ed

Lycoris aurea and the carmine-red flo,vered species L. 1~adiata, to­
gether ,vith its yello,,~ variety~ ought to thrive thronghout the Sonth
;LS ,vorth emphasizing. He found tl1ese in great abnndance in Rupeh
Province (Nos. 45526 to 45528). '[he Tehan:,! lelllon (No. 455B4) he
~hinks may be distinctly hardier than the COlnmon lelllon, and the
l'n re ('ihinese horse-chestnut (.i1 escu lru s 'lciZson ii, :No. 455~32), 'vhieh
llas nalTo,ver leaves than the comlllon species grO'Yll by us, is no'v
tvell established in -:\.merica through the see(ls ,,~hich ~fr. ~1:eyer

)rocured.
It seems probable that fe,v of the introductions by Mr. Meyer ,,~ill

)e of greater value than some of his cultivated varieties of that
)lig'ht-resistant species of pear (Pyrus calle1~yan((. No. 45586) \vhieh
1e calls the c1oll1estic crab-apple pear and ,vhie11 he found in nlany
~~arieties near I\.:ingmelL IIupeh. The pioneer ,,~ork of Dr. Reilner
U1S brought this species of pear to the foreground because of its
)eculiar resistance to blight, and some of these cultivated sorts bid
[air to becollle of great value for stocks upon ,vhich to work the
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