UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF PURPLE NEEDLEGRASS FOR
MAJOR LAND RESOURCE AREA 15d
QP CLASS OF NATURAL GERMPLASM

LK 115d Germplasm

The Natural Resources Conservation Service announces the release of a selected ecotype
of purple needlegrass, Nassella pulchra, for Major Land Resource area (MLRA) 15d. '
This release will be identified as LK 115d Germplasm to document the Lockeford Plant
Materials Center as the releasing agency and the MLRA for which the release is best
suited.

As the demand for native seed has grown, so has the demand for ecotypic native seed.
Though many native species may be suited for field cultivation and may be excellent
candidates for improvement of plant performance through breeding efforts, the seed of
a majority of species will continue to be collected from Wwildland populations.
Because of the demand for native seed, it has become important to have seed
certification to ensure genetic identity and origin. 1In order to meet this need a
national organization, The Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies (AOSCA)
has developed a certification program to address this need, The Pre-Germplasm
Certification Standards.

SPECLES ittt e Nassella pulchra (A. Hitchc.) Barkworth
Stipa pulchra A. Hitchc.

Common Name ......cieeecaseens Purple Needlegrass

Plant Symbol ..........cc..0... NAPU4

Accession Number .......c.000.. 9063766

ORIGIN: Tehama County, California; along Highway 36 approximately 0.3 miles west of
the intersection of Highway 36 and Bowman Road. Township 28N Range 6W Section 13.
Elevation is approximately 2300 feet. Annual precipitation is approximately 25
inches.

Site Description: The soil found in the area of original collection is Hillgate (Hgha)
loam. The soil depth is 70 inches with an available water holding capacity (AWC) of
11.6 inches. Slope is various 0-3 percent.

An adjoining soil to the. area of original collection is Arbuckle (Ay) Gravelly loam.
The soil depth is 72 inches with an available water holding capacity (AWC) of 9.7
inches and a slope of 0-3 percent.

Anticipated Conservation .Use: Restoration, critical area plantings, cover crop, and
wildlife habitat.

Availability of Plant Materials: Foundation seed will be maintained by the Lockeford
Plant Materials Center, P.0O. Box 68, Lockeford, California, 95237. Access to the
property of original collection is not available.




