History of Young blackberry prepared by Malisa Mayon (malisa@teche.net) in 2005.
Almost all of this is taken directly from "The Young Brothers of Morgan City" by Jaimie Christy.  It was self published here in Morgan City for the Archives use.  Most of her sources were from interviews from years ago and a very few published sources.  Everything else was found the hard way....Sanborn maps, census data, legal documents.  Also attached is the correspondence from the Burbank Company and a copy of the Young Berry catalog listing.  

 The history starts here:
Father was Olympas Young born on 7/23/1815 in Cumberland County, Kentucky. After his mother was widowed they moved to Arkansas and each received a land grant of 80 acres.  Olympas came to St. Mary Parish at the age of 17 to deliver mules and remained to work as an overseer or driver of slaves for the various planters along Bayou Teche.  He eventually purchased land next to the Brashear plantation (he worked for Dr. Walter Brashear, the town's founder and town's namesake until Charles Morgan came through with the railroad.)  He married Pauline Apoline Adele Patout Rawls (born in Armentiere France in 1828.)  They had five children;  3 girls and 2 boys. The boys did not survive and Pauline died in November of 1859.

By 1860, Olympas owned nearly 1600 acres of the best land in St. Mary Parish and his property was valued at $150,000.  He had successfully made the transition from overseer to planter.

Olympas hired a governess to care for and help educate his children.  The governess, 24 y/o Mehitable McLellan arrived in La. on 11/14/1860. She was the daughter of Abigail Norton and Hugh McLellan of Gorham, Maine.  Needing a mother for his children and a mistress for his plantation, Olympas married Mehitable on 9/9/1861.

Married 5 months after the beginning of the Civil War, Olympas did not enlist in the Confederate Army citing poor health.  He also what was known as a "Old Line Whig."  His party attempted to calm the fire-eaters and disliked the idea of secession because it violated the Constitution of the United States.  Regardless of his views on seccession, family members claim Olympas was stricken with tuberculosis.  He was unable to remain out of the fray.  His home, strategically located on Bayou Boeuf in the Mississippi Delta, was the region that President Lincoln called the "milk and honey of the South" and targeted for invasion by Federal troops.  St. Mary's Parish's population was mostly black and enslaved and its wealthy sugar plantations were some of the Confederacy's greatest resources.  In addition, the town of Brashear located near the Gulf of Mexico enjoyed nearly as much trade as New Orleans.

War soon came uncomfortably close to the plantation so Olympas & Mehitable decided to flee to east Texas (Rusk County) where neighbors had moved to try to make a living growing cotton.  It was here that Mehitable bore her first child, Hugh McLellan Young on 9/9/1865.  After Mehitable recovered and it was safe to travel (the war had recently ended)  Olympas took his family back to Brashear.

Although there were no more military battles, federal troops remained to occupy the area and enforce Reconstruction.  Many Louisianans feared punishment and rumor had it that the federals intended to seize the lands of former slaveholders.  To prevent this, upon their return to Brashear, Olympas and Mehitable separated their property.  With the estate divided, should any property be confiscated, Mehitable's portion would probably be safe.  Their fears were groundless and confiscation never occurred.  Four months after the separation of their estate, Olympas and Mehitable had a second son.  Byrnes Mathias Young was born on December 19, 1868 at their home on the Boeuf.

10 months later Olympas became gravely ill.  No record exists of his infirmity but hundreds died in 1870 when yellow fever ravaged the community. In March of 1870 Olympas wrote a will leaving his 3 daughters from his first marriage each one third of his half of the estate.  He died on 7/11/1870 twelve days short of his 57th birthday.  His son Hugh was 4 y/o and Byrnes was two.

Mehitable immediately set about regaining the holdings left to Olympas's daughters from his first marriage.  In January 1871 she purchased most of the land, stock and cattle that had gone to the eldest daughter.  6 years later, Mehitable bought back the land Olympus had willed to his two younger daughters.  She eventually recovered most of Olympas's plantation.

When yellow fever struck again in 1877, Mehitable sold 6 acres of the plantation to the town so that a cemetery could be created.  She signed lucrative contracts with businessmen like Charles Morgan and bought stock in several companies.  When her son, Byrnes, wanted some land of his own to raise cattle and crops, his mother SOLD him sixty-five acres.

When Mehitable felt her interests were threatened, she sued the town claiming the city cemetery had encroached on her property.  (She later gave up pursuing the matter when she received a letter from then Mayor CH St. Clair who said "it would be a very sad affair to disturb the many dead who now rest under the sod of the land in dispute, which has been blessed and consecrated as their last resting place.")

Like their mother, the Young brothers grew to be astute businessmen and owned several buildings in downtown Morgan City.  The entrepreneurial Youngs continued to invest in property and in 1905 they purchased the fire destroyed Morgan City Improvement Co., a combination ice plant and electric company that provided utilities to the city.    Morgan City, strategically located on the Gulf Coast had a huge market for ice so that seafood could be packaged and shipped to far-away markets.

Hugh and Byrnes, always interested in scientific modernity, saw to it that the ice plant remained equipped with the most up to date machinery available.  Constant improvements increased the company's production and profit.

The Youngs also invested enough in the electric plant to make it a model facility.  The Morgan City Improvement Company had been contracted in 1903 to "light the streets of the town" and the Youngs were eager to take over the contract. Shortly after making the necessary improvements, Byrnes and his mother, Mehitable, received a charter for their Morgan City Electric Co. In it, they were given permission to operate the electric light and power plant and contracted for the use of the current with municipal authorities. By 1908, the company was using direct current, but thanks to the Youngs continual improvement to the facility, they were able to switch to alternating current.

In 1925 Hugh and Byrnes sold the Electric Co. & Iceplant for a reported quarter of a million dollars although Hugh continued to act as manager of the plant.

When in 1928, the plant was declared in poor condition, the Youngs donated land to the city for the building of its new electrical and power facility. This plant was later dedicated to Hugh & Byrnes in 1964.

Hugh and Byrnes were definitely shrewd businessmen.  Personally, however, they have been characterized as "not gregarious."  Oddly enough, the brothers were usually described in unison as quiet and retiring.  Clearly, they had different personalities.  Hugh was more interested in mechanics and finances.  Physically, he was tall and "stately looking," with a gray mustache and manner that some said gave him the appearance of a "Kentucky colonel."  His younger brother, Byrnes, was the "shyer" of the two and had "more of a florid complexion."  He loved science and plants.

Byrnes remained a bachelor but Hugh married although the marriage did not work out.  Both remained childless.

Byrnes continued to be involved with the business community and he was chosen to serve on the city's Custom House Service Board and appointed Morgan City Postmaster in 1898.  New furniture and more "lock and call" boxes were ordered for the post office and general refurbishing took place. The new postmaster gave out gifts when citizens visited his office.  The gifts included "a cluster of kumquats, consisting of ten fruits on a single stem," pecans, berries, pears, and strawberry guavas."

Byrnes continued to be involved with the business community and he was chosen to serve on the city's Custom House Service Board and appointed Morgan City Postmaster in 1898.  New furniture and more "lock and call" boxes were ordered for the post office and general refurbishing took place. The new postmaster gave out gifts when citizens visited his office.  The gifts included "a cluster of kumquats, consisting of ten fruits on a single stem," pecans, berries, pears, and strawberry guavas."

Those who visited the postmaster's home noted that it was "constructed of fine materials" but "reflected the absence of a woman, with its neglected decor."  Many rooms were bare and used for drying pecans or some of the plant specimens that Byrnes was experimenting with.

Plants were his passion and Byrnes corresponded with Luther Burbank (the famous horticulturist) of Santa Rosa, CA.  The two exchanged knowledge and even plant clippings.  Besides cultivating a gorgeous rose garden, Byrnes won numerous flower and plant shows.  In addition to gardening, Byrnes also raised animals and the New Orleans Picayune claimed that his Bayou Brink Dairy produced the finest Jersey cattle in the state.

Byrnes kept copious records of the condition of his plants and animals and even experimented with hybridization.  He was dubbed the "Burbank of Morgan City" and even patented a variety of dewberry he created and named the Youngberry.

The Youngberry was the same shape as a dewberry but it was larger (an inch in length and a half inch in diameter), wine-colored, and tasted like a raspberry.  Luther Burbank marketed the Youngberry and described it in his catalog as "a glowing dark purple in color, very sweet, firm enough to ship and of high dessert quality."  There was even a thorn less variety.  The plant was exceptionally hardy, productive, and resistant to disease and could be cut back each year for new growth.  The Georgia experiment station studied the berry with fifty other varieties and found it to be superior in size, flavor and quality.  It was planted extensively in Baldwin, Louisiana by Mr. M. S. Bercegeay but was also grown in North Carolina, Texas, southern Alabama and Southern California.

Eager to pay tribute to Byrnes and his accomplishments, The Morgan City Commerce Association voted to have an official Youngberry Day. In addition to this honor, Byrnes won a bronze medal from the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair for his pecans.

As for political affiliations, the Young brothers considered themselves Republicans.  Byrnes claimed, "Since my first, every presidential vote I have cast has been Republican save the last and that was Theodore Roosevelt."  He went on to explain that he voted Republican because he believed "the industrial interests of our state should have protection."

In spite of their support for the party at the national level, Hugh and Byrnes were highly critical of local Republicans such as John Pharr and his sons who were seizing plantations from their neighbors and driving out the small farmers.  According to Byrnes, "Mr. Pharr does not seem to realize that the small home of each of the hundred of property holders on the present public road means as much to its owners as Avoca and other properties, amounting to eighteen thousand acres, I understand, do to Mr. Pharr."  Though Byrnes did not accuse the Pharrs of committing any crime he observed, "there is a moral standard that is not limited to keeping within the law."

For the Young brothers, community responsibility was part of the moral standards.  Though extremely well off in their own right, both Hugh and Byrnes were concerned with making Morgan City a better place.

One of the brothers' primary concerns was education.  By 1917, the city's public school system was experiencing problems and Hugh and Byrnes were amongst the citizens who met to discuss the issues.  An investigating committee was appointed to study how best to address the problems of education in the community.  Byrnes Young also insisted that members of the committee "consider well the furnishing of ample outdoor accommodations in their plans for additional school facilities."  He declared the importance of providing "the children with the needed space for healthful exercise."

The advent of WWI brought companies holding government contracts to the area in search of property to build shipyards to equip the United States armed forces.  While most of the city's waterfront property was too unstable to support the type of construction the shipyard demanded, the Young's land was comparably firm and stable.  Reluctant at first, Mehitable refused to lease the land citing a desire for local development.  Eventually she was persuaded and she and her sons leased the 22 acres along the Bayou Boeuf to Union Bridge and Construction company.

The family again demonstrated its patriotism when the US was drawn into the second world war.  This time, Hugh and Bynes leased their land to Chicago Bridge and Iron for the purpose of building government dry docks for the nominal sum of $1.00 per year.

After a lengthy bout with illness, Mehitable passed away on November 24, 1921 at the Young home.  Her considerable estate was valued at $72,073 and her only heirs were her two sons, Hugh and Byrnes.  They were greatly affected by her death and two years after her passing, they gave $2500 to the cemetery association to beautify the place where she was laid to rest. Additional land was also given increasing the land for plots by nearly 40%.

By 1930, the brothers were both retired.  Hugh and Byrnes were a familiar sight on Railroad Avenue each driving his brand new Lincoln Zephyr that was traded in, sometimes with a little as 1000 miles on it, yearly for the latest model.  Some said that the luxury automobiles were annual gifts from the Southern Pacific Railroad Company for right of way for a railroad spur that cut across their property.

In 1951 a request from Mayor Charles Russell Brownell for a donation of more property for the cemetery was granted.  The brothers still owned approximately 400 of the original 1600 acres of the plantation.

Several years after this, on January 1, 1955 Hugh died and was laid to rest alongside his mother and father in the Morgan City cemetery.

Alone in his big house on the Boeuf for the first time in his life, Byrnes seemed to realize his own mortality.  He became more eager than ever to make a difference and to improve the lives of Morgan City's citizens.  In August of 1955, Byrnes gave the Atkinson Presbyterian church nearly six acres of land.  One citizen noted that although they had amassed a fortune, it was mostly in their twilight years that Hugh and Byrnes carried out their largest philanthropies.

Not content with his latest effort, Byrnes donated two more tracts of land to the cemetery in June of 1958.

Hugh's death left an aging Byrnes the only heir to a vast estate.  As he had no children of his own, he began to ponder the eventual fate of that fortune.  Realizing the importance of this obligation and feeling a need to give something back to the city where he was born and raised Byrnes Young made a momentous decision.  Everything he owned was to be used for the benefit of Morgan City.  On March 23, 1955 just 3 months after his older brother's death, Byrnes created a non-profit corporation and wrote a new will.  Both were done in the name of his mother, Mehitable, and his brother, Hugh.  Long-time family friend and president of the H  B Young Foundation, Eugene Garber  notes that Hugh and Byrnes had agreed on this course of action prior to the elder brother's death.

Byrnes named the non-profit corporation the Morgan City Fund (now the H & B Young Foundation) and specified in his will that, upon his death, his entire estate would go to that fund.  Byrnes insisted that the Morgan City Fund be used "exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, and educational purposes.  He further specified that all the assets of the trust estate were for the purpose of lending financial assistance to churches, religious institutions, the poor and needy, the establishment and maintenance of educational scholarships, educational institutions, character building and humanitarian institutions operated on a non-for-profit basis, organizations engaged in the advancement of spiritual development, scientific or library research, or for religious, charitable, scientific, literary and educational purposes.  All contributions were to be made for projects within the city of Morgan City.

One of the first accomplishments of the Morgan City Fund was the construction of a nursery for newborns at Lakewood Hospital. As Hugh and Byrnes began to age, they visited Lakewood more and more.  Through their relationships with hospital personnel, the brothers grew more aware of the facility's needs and, after Hugh's death, Byrnes wanted to do something to show his appreciation for their care.

Regrettably, Byrne's health began to fail in the late 1950s.  In his late eighties and in need of medical care Byrnes moved to Lakewood Hospital on a permanent basis.  In addition to providing a nursery for the facility, he gave $1000 for improvements and bestowed gifts upon his favorite hospital employees that ranged from televisions to subscriptions to the local newspaper.

Byrnes had been at Lakewood Hospital for six years when, on March 5, 1961, the abandoned Young home on Berwick Bay caught fire and, before Morgan City's firefighters could extinguish the blaze, it burned to the ground.  More than likely, the copious records kept by the family were incinerated as well. While rumor had it that the home was intentionally burned to the hide a robbery of its contents, the cause of the fire remains unknown and the accusations are yet unproven.

After fire ravaged his family home, Byrnes Young, still at Lakewood Hospital, donated nearly six acres of his land for the construction of a local trade school named for the family and constructed on the site of the former residence.  Young Memorial Vocational-Technical School was dedicated to all the things Byrnes loved most:  education, science, and technology.

Regrettably, Byrnes's health continued to deteriorate and he was moved to a hospital in New Orleans where he died on April 30, 1964.  He was 96 years old.  That day, reporting on the death of one the city's wealthiest citizens, the Daily Review reported that Byrnes and Hugh intended to leave their entire estate for the benefit of Morgan City.  That estate stood at $3,000,000 not counting the contractual income from the 150 acres of waterfront property leased to various oil, gas and boating companies.

After the death of Byrnes Young, Mayor Brownell, told reporters, "I think Morgan City has lost one of its great benefactors and I hope that every citizen will recognize and appreciate the great benefits that both he and his brother have left this city.  I am sure that many of the results of their generosity will serve the people for generations to come. 
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Morgan Civy Review, Seburcay, May 31, 1930

MOTOR RACES AND YCUNGBERRY PROPOSED

4. DE C. Diroctors Also Discuss Trade Day And
Other Matters
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of Comncrce cadorsed the suggestlon made by Dr. deGravelles that
Plans for a Youngberry Day be worked cut ax a €ribute to B\
Young, propazator of the Youngberry which is attracting increas-
ing attention in horticultural circles thru out the entire country
Presideat Barnes stated that this suggestion would be carried out
as soon as possible and Thav every cffore weuld be made Go give
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