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APPENDIX 3 

STANDARD MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT* 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS 

The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (hereinafter referred to 
as “the Treaty”)1 was adopted by the Thirty-first session of the FAO Conference on 3 November 2001 
and entered into force on 29 June 2004; 

The objectives of the Treaty are the conservation and sustainable use of Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in 
harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security; 

The Contracting Parties to the Treaty, in the exercise of their sovereign rights over their Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, have established a Multilateral System both to 
facilitate access to Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and to share, in a fair and 
equitable way, the benefits arising from the utilization of these resources, on a complementary and 
mutually reinforcing basis; 

Articles 4, 11, 12.4 and 12.5 of the Treaty are borne in mind;  

The diversity of the legal systems of the Contracting Parties with respect to their national procedural 
rules governing access to courts and to arbitration, and the obligations arising from international and 
regional conventions applicable to these procedural rules, are recognized; 

Article 12.4 of the Treaty provides that facilitated access under the Multilateral System shall be 
provided pursuant to a Standard Material Transfer Agreement, and the Governing Body of the Treaty, 
in its Resolution 1/2006 of 16 June 2006, adopted the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 

 

                                                 

1 Note by the Secretariat: as suggested by the Legal Working Group during the Contact Group for the Drafting of 
the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, defined terms have, for clarity, been put in bold throughout.  
* In the event that the SMTA is used for the transfer of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture other 
than those listed in Annex 1 of the Treaty:  
The references in the SMTA to the "Multilateral System" shall not be interpreted as limiting the application of 
the SMTA to Annex 1 Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and in the case of Article 6.2 of the 
SMTA shall mean "under this Agreement"; 
The reference in Article 6.11 and Annex 3 of the SMTA to "Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
belonging to the same crop, as set out in Annex 1 to the Treaty" shall be taken to mean "Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture belonging to the same crop". 


