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Import Wizard &  C ode G roup E ditor E xerc is e  

 

Importing Files into GRIN-Global 
By completing this exercise, you will learn how to import an example genebank’s existing data 
into GRIN-Global. You will also learn how to use the Code Group editor, which will enable you 
to edit the Code Group and add or modify values for the many Code Groups used in GRIN-
Global. 

Resources Needed to Complete this Exercise 
This exercise assumes that you are familiar with, and can view and edit spreadsheets on your 
PC.  Excel, OpenOffice.org, google docs, or other similar spreadsheet software is suitable. You 
must be able to edit, copy, paste, drag, and drop data in cells.  
 
In order to complete this exercise, you will need the following: 

• a spreadsheet package such  as Excel 
• access to the GRIN-Global Admin Tool on your PC (“localhost”) 
• access to the training wiki (link) in order to download sample .csv files 
• the gg_import_wizard_cookbok.doc 
• the  GRIN-Global Administrator Guide (optional)   

 

Introduction to the Admin Tool Import Wizard  
Read the GRIN-Global Import Wizard Cookbook” especially the Overview subsection titled 
“Recommended Order for Importing Data.” The chart in that section lists the recommended 
order for importing data into a new GRIN-Global database. Also, beginning on page 10, read the 
step-by-step directions for importing data into GRIN-Global using the Import Wizard.  

 

On the training wiki, there are multiple .csv files for importing using the Import Wizard. You might 
consider downloading all of these before proceeding with this exercise.  A zip file listed there 
contains all of the .csv files. 

Exercise 1 
The first import wizard to run when loading data into GRIN-Global is “01 – Code Groups and 
Code Values.”  

  

http://www.grin-global.org/index.php/Training�
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The corresponding file to be used as the data source is 01_code_information.csv. Use this 
sample data file, and import it, following the step-by-step directions in the Import Wizard 
Cookbook, beginning on page 10.  

 

Exercise 2 
Run the import wizard to load site data into GRIN-Global: 02 – Site Data…  

 

 

We have intentionally included in the records some invalid data. Initially, you should see some 
results similar to the following: 

 

 

The red circles (with the exclamation marks)  are error indicators. The message in this 
example is pointing out that an invalid value of “CLNL” was used for Type Code. If you hover 
over the corresponding Type Code dropdown, you will see the valid values CLONAL, MIXED, 
and SEED listed in a popup:  
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If you review the source file in Excel, you will also see that the Type Code data for the record 
with BRW for the Site Short Name was CLNL. 

 

 
So you need to make a choice at this point. Do you want the “CLNL” value to be allowed? 
Probably not, since there already is a similar “CLONAL” value being used. So the logical thing to 
do would be to use Excel and replace the cells having “CLNL” with “CLONAL.” However, 
continue reading to learn about an alternative approach, which for the purpose of this exercise 
we would like you to take. 

Code Group Editor 
Alternatively, if you decide that CLNL does need to be allowed as a valid code, then you would 
need to use the Admin Tool’s Code Group editor to edit the field used in the type_code column. 
Although this exercise is not primarily about using the Code Group Editor, in this case it is 
helpful to examine this Admin Tool feature since our Code data does need to have new codes 
added.   



i m p o r t _ w i z a r d _ e x r . d o c  P a g e  | 4 

The first item to be determined is the true name of the field name that corresponds with the 
type_code column.  To do this, review the import_site dataview listed under Import Wizard. 
Upon review, we can see that the type_code field used SITE-TYPE for its drop down source. 
Therefore SITE-TYPE is the Code Group we need to edit. 

  

Now, in the Admin Tool under Maintenance, then Code Groups, locate the SITE-TYPE code 
group:  

 

 

 
When you highlight SITE_TYPE, you see the same three valid values which we saw earlier. 
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Right-click on any of the three existing values, and select New Value…   

  

Add the new CLNL value. (Also add BOTH which was another value in the datafile being 
imported.)  

 

If you run the Import Wizard again, using the same source data .csv file, the formerly invalid 
codes will now be accepted: 

 

 

Exercise 3 
Use the Import Wizard to add the remaining .csv files, from 03- to 12-.  If any produce errors, 
click on the red circle  and attempt to determine the issue. Usually there is a pattern with the 
errors in the data, such as we just saw with the SITE data import. 
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