


Descriptors
Characterization/Evaluation Descriptors (Crop Descriptors) 
These descriptors refer to physiological or morphological traits that are evaluated for a specific crop. Descriptors consist of a name, sometimes an identifying number, a definition, and a descriptor state or value (sometimes a range of values).  Characterization descriptors are inherited and do not change with the environment. Evaluation Descriptors are those descriptors that vary with environmental conditions.
In general, Characterization Descriptors are easily seen with your eye. Some examples of these descriptors are:
Leaf shape
Flower color
Plant habit
Seed color
Chromosome number

Evaluation Descriptors are those descriptors that vary with environmental conditions. They change from one location to another. Some examples of these descriptors are:
Plant height
Days to maturity
Protein percent
Disease resistance
Yield
Descriptor Qualifiers
Occasionally one of the Descriptors is further differentiated by a qualifier. These qualifiers are used mainly to distinguish between different reactions to races or biotypes of a pathogen or pest to which the descriptor applies. An example of a Descriptor Qualifier is given for the wheat descriptor Hessian Fly, as this screen shows ...tbd
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