The Crop Trait / Observation DVs
Friday, February 14, 2014
The following is my final attempt to get these DVs resolved.  I’d like to say “final,” but I am not going to give up. We need to simplify these DVs. 
The users –even the experienced GRIN users, have expressed their confusion. I have heard this every time I taught a workshop, and the other day Dave and Merrelyn piped up and they are two of our most experienced users.  I am looking strictly at this from the user’s perspective.  
Summary
· Change the field names as discussed below
· Add a trigger or do something so that a user cannot save a record when a Crop Trait uses a Codes but the code isn’t supplied by the user
· Modify the Observation dataview so that when a coded trait is used the other fields cannot be?
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No issues with this DV – couldn’t be any simpler.
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Logically this is the next DV to enter data for a new crop trait. My first trait that I added was BERRYCOLOR (A trait that will be a “coded” trait)
[image: D:\DOCUME~1\dbmum3\LOCALS~1\Temp\SNAGHTML2684e1b.PNG]
[Training point that needs to be made:  Crop Trait (shown above as Title) and Description will be filled in later, after the corresponding Crop Trait Lang record is created.]

I then added another trait, LEAFSIZE. This trait was set up to not use codes, but to accept numeric values. 
[image: ]

(1) One issue – the name of the field:  “Trait Coded Name.”    What‘s my issue? There are too many uses of the word “code” in this family of DVs.  Since it is not a code representing a plant characteristic, why not drop the word “Coded” here?  My suggestion is to drop “Coded,”   and simply call the field:  Trait Name     

(2) Rename Title to “Trait Title”  and Description to Trait Description.  By doing so, this will then be consistent later with other DVs.
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When I go to Crop Train Lang DV, I see two different items in the drop down for Crop Trait.  The first is Berry color, but the second is LEAFSIZE. Huh? Do they came from two different places?  (Refer back to the previous illustration.)
[image: ]

However...

[image: ]     Ugh!!!

After updating the lookups, this is the result:
[image: ]
So the issue was the lookups were not current.  (How would the typical user know this?)
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Suggested headings for Crop Trait Lang?
· Crop Trait Lang ID
· Crop
· Crop Trait
· Language
· Trait Title     Do we really need this since it is redundant with Crop Trait? The Crop Trait field is getting it’s info from the Title field (unless the Title is empty, then the Trait Name displays.)
· Trait Description 
 
[bookmark: _Toc380163784]
Crop Trait Code
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[Training point that needs to be made:  Code Title and Code Description will be filled in later, after the corresponding Crop Trait Code Lang record is created.]


Change:
· Title  to  Code Title;
· Trait Coded Name to Trait Name
· Why can’t  Crop Trait Value Code be changed to Trait Code?  (Spanish makes the current name extremely difficult)
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Issue: The Trait Coded Name is an input field. The user must know what to input!!!

However, the following really confuses me; I inputted a typo for the Trait Coded Name: 
[image: ]

When Saved, the Trait Coded Name was corrected by the software:  (Huh? – Magic?)
[image: ]


One issue  (mentioned earlier) -- redundant columns?   Crop Trait = Trait Title. I pulled up a bunch of Accessions – there were 75 CTC Lang records – every record had the two columns with the “redundant” data.


Here’s what I propose (fields left to right):
· Crop Trait Code Lang ID
· Crop
· Crop Trait
· Trait Name  (the  Trait Coded Name field   above)
· Trait Code (the  Crop Trait Code  above)
· Trait Title (using the lookup)
· Trait Description
· Language
· Code Title
· Code Description
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The reason the 2 is being displayed – there is no correlating  Lang record (with the Code’s Title and Description.)   Weird – not user friendly; certainly confusing.


When adding a new record, the user selects a Code Definition from the lookup picker window.
[image: ]

Addendum (Correction) Feb 24:
[image: ]

After the Save, the code 1 displays in the Trait Code field: 
[image: ]

However, if the user doesn’t select a Code Definition, the observation record can still be saved.  I think it shouldn’t, because the user  selected for the Crop Trait a trait (Berry color) that is a coded trait.  Is this where a trigger could be used to guarantee that when a coded trait is selected for the Crop Trait field, the trigger will ensure that the user selects a code?  Or is this okay? (that is, the user not supplying a code -- logically it doesn’t seem to me that this should be acceptable.)
[image: ]
After the Berry Color code 2 was given a Title and Description (Purple Berry Color is displayed by the Lookup Picker, rather than just the 2 (the code)):
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Toc380163793]Crop Trait Code Language (right)
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English version
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ENG Version
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[bookmark: _Toc380163795]Bastardized Usage of an Observation?
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