


Inventory Questions

[bookmark: _Toc337824459]Inventory Overview
The physical stock for each accession is the inventory.  An accession may have several inventory samples. For example, there may be different generations, storage types, locations, sites, etc.
In GRIN-Global each accession also has one inventory record that does not reflect physical inventory but rather is a virtual inventory record – its Inventory type is always **.    
In the GRIN-Global  Public Website,  when inventory is displayed as being available, two criteria must be met. The Inventory record must have two fields selected – Is available? and Is distributable?.   In the Curator Tool, in Edit mode, selecting these fields (checking the box) inputs a “Y” value in the field; an unchecked box contains an “N.” 
Prerequisite Data 
In order to input inventory, you must first have an accession to which the inventory relates. When inputting a new inventory record, there are five required fields:
· accession
· inventory prefix (in some organizations, because of their organizational requirements, you may be required to input an input number and/or a suffix as well)
· inventory type ( In GRIN-Global, the Code Group used to store the inventory type is called GERMPLASM –FORM) For example, some of the germplasm form codes include BD (Budwood), CT (Cutting), PL (Plant), SC (Scion), and SD Seed. (Each organization can edit the code list to meet their organizational needs.) 
· inventory maintenance policy (a method for assigning a name to a rule for handling orders. For example, the rule can indicate how many units the genebank site will distribute for an order of a given taxon.)
· availability status –must be one of the INVENTORY_AVAILABILITY_STATUS Code Group values in the Code Value table.
Physical  Germplasm
The Inventory tables store data about physical germplasm –what form the germplasm is stored, where it is stored, quantities on hand, etc.  The GRIN-Global database has approximately 10 inventory related tables and the Curator Tool has about the same number of Inventory dataviews.  Each table serves a particular function. For instance, the Inventory Maintenance Policy table stores the rules for how inventory is distributed and the Inventory Viability table stores data about viability. 
Latest Schema Changes
Beginning with GG Release 1.5., the schema takes advantage of the fact that every accession always has at least one associated inventory record. In 1.5, the inventory and accession name tables are merged into one table. (In 1.0, there was an accession_name table as well as an inventory_name table.)  In 2.0, the two name tables have been merged since a “Name” record can be associated with either the system generated inventory record, hence applying to the accession in general, or can be associated with a specific inventory record. 
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Each Inventory Record is has a Parent Accession Record
As indicated in the diagram below, an inventory record has a parent accession record. 
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The following graphic shows a partial list of the fields that comprise the get_inventory “Inventory” data view: 
[image: ]  [image: ] [image: ]

The table names that incorporate both accession and inventory as part of their name such as accession_inv_name can relate to either an accession by its system generated inventory record or to real physical inventory records 

[image: acc_inv_1dot5.jpg]
[bookmark: _Toc364261627][bookmark: _Toc253149067][bookmark: _Toc364261630]Default System-Generated Inventory Records
By design, every Accession record has at least one system-generated inventory record associated with it.  When a user creates an accession record, this default inventory record is automatically generated.  These default inventory records are always designated with a ** indicator for the Inventory Type field:
[image: ]

Required Fields
Although the Inventory dataview has many fields, not all are required. (Records can be saved only if their required fields are complete.) To determine what fields are required, ensure that the Highlight Changed Data option is checked.
[image: ]
The different colors provide a visual clue: required fields are violet, system-generated fields that cannot be edited are gray, and fields that allow editing, but which are not required fields, are blue.
Required:
· Accession ID
· Inventory Prefix, Number, and Suffix must be a unique combination
· Form Type
· inventory  Maintenance Policy
· Availability Status
Accession ID
Since every inventory record has a parent accession record, an accession ID must be selected from the accession lookup list:
[image: SNAGHTML165d2a9] 
Inventory Prefix, Number, and Suffix 
Each inventory record must have a unique key – that is, the combination of the Inventory Prefix, Number, and Suffix must be unique in the database. 
Form Type
Some of the required fields depend on data from other data views. For instance, Form Type is a dropdown field that gets its data from the code values stored in the GERMPLASM_FORM code group. In the case of a required field with a dropdown or a lookup window, you must select one of the entries.
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[bookmark: _Toc364261628]Inventory Maintenance Policy
[image: ]
The Inventory Maintenance Policy is a method for assigning a name to a policy “rule” for handling orders. When an order comes in for an accession, how many units will be distributed? Will the units of distribution be by number of seeds, or by some other unit? For example, the rules can be set up to indicate “each order for Maize accessions will receive 50 seeds” or, alternatively by weight (“each order will receive 5 grams of seeds”). An organization can create as many maintenance policy rules as needed for their unique situation, and assign each inventory maintenance policy a name in the Inventory Maintenance Name data view.  
Since Inventory Maintenance Policy ID is a required field when inputting an inventory  record , the relevant Inventory Maintenance Name record must be created first. Inventory Maintenance Name records can be added via the Curator Tool.  Alternatively, GRIN-Global administrators have an Import Wizard dataview available to them for bulk loading an organization’s Maintenance Names. 
Availability Status
The Availability Status field obtains its values from the INVENTORY-AVAILABILITY–STATUS Code Group.	 By searching this field, you can look for specific inventory situations, such as low inventory, young plants not available, etc. 
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[bookmark: _Toc364261629]Other Noteworthy Inventory Fields 
Many of the inventory fields are used to manage the distribution of germplasm, such as Is Distributable? and Is Auto Deducted?. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Is Distributable?
This TRUE/FALSE flag indicates that the inventory sample is available for distribution.  Per accession, there can be more than one inventory sample available for distribution. Some genebanks may use this flag to indicate which sample to distribute.
Is  Available?
This field is a TRUE/FALSE flag indicating whether the inventory is available for distribution.

In the GRIN-Global  Public Website,  when inventory is displayed as being available, two criteria must be met. The Inventory record must have two fields selected – Is available? and Is distributable?.   In the Curator Tool, in Edit mode, selecting these fields (checking the box) inputs a “Y” value in the field; an unchecked box contains an “N.” 
Is Auto Deducted?
This TRUE/FALSE flag indicates whether the Quantity On Hand amount is debited when the order item for this sample is shipped. 
For information about other inventory fields, refer to the online data dictionary.
Recording New Inventory
As mentioned in the Inventory Prerequisites section, when adding a new inventory record, there are required fields that must be supplied with data. 
Each physical inventory should have its own record. Seed genebanks will most likely have multiple lots for one accession – each lot should have its own respective inventory record.  Clonal sites will typically create one inventory record for each clone.

When to Add Inventory
Establishing new inventory

Growing out more – when? How to determine quantities

Observations

Backing Up

Recommended Procedures
Suggested Naming Conventions for Inventory records
Examples
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