Source Descriptors, Codes, and Data for Source Habitat Information
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Revision Date
March 7, 2014
In the 1.0 schema, the habitat section of the accession_source table held the core data that has been associated with an accession collected in the wild (e.g. latitude, longitude, elevation, general source description, general associated species, etc.). 
In the post 1.5 schema, this core set of collection site/habitat information still remains in the accession_source table, while five new source_ tables have been added. The five new tables provide an extremely flexible method for adding more detailed information about the collection site which was not possible with 1.0’s single accession_source table. Now genebank managers can create custom descriptors and codes for an unlimited amount of detail on the collection site. 
For example, within a category called Soil Descriptors there could be sub-descriptors such as Moisture, Texture, Magnesium Content, etc. The level of detail and range of descriptors is up to the database managers.  Possible Source/Habitat descriptors that an organization could record with these descriptors include:  Slope, Aspect, Soil pH, and  Soil Texture. 
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	Refer to the  Appendix IV: List of Standard Descriptors for site environment  section in Bioversity’s the document (Technical Bulletin Number 13) “Developing crop descriptor lists, Guidelines for developers”  for additional information and examples of standard descriptors.  


In order to use this expanded functionality, there are four essential steps to follow:
1. the organization determines what habitat descriptor categories, descriptors, and descriptor codes are to be added  to the database. The column names and translations of the descriptors and their codes are entered into the GG database  using the Source Descriptor Lang and Source Descriptor Code Lang dataviews. The source descriptor categories are added as codes in the Source Descriptor Category code group.
2. the collectors collect and record their field data 
3. an accession record is created with its child source record and a source that documents the collection event (Note: the accession wizard facilitates this and step 4)
4. the source descriptor observation  data is recorded in GRIN-Global  in the Source Descriptor Observation  dataview


In the Curator Tool, there are 5 inter-related habitat dataviews in the Source/Habitat area:
[image: D:\DOCUME~1\dbmum3\LOCALS~1\Temp\SNAGHTML1b98934.PNG]
· Source Descriptor Code
· Source Descriptor Code Lang
· Source Descriptor
· Source Descriptor Lang
· Source Descriptor Observation
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	The Global Information System/Georeferencing  data is stored in the Curator Tool in the Accession Source dataview.
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Disregard the following (excellent ) diagram -- it will change
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[bookmark: reqs]Requested Changes Mar 6, 2014
	DV’s
	Orig. Field Name
	Change To
	Description

	Source Descriptor
Source Descriptor Lang
Source Descriptor Code

	Coded Name
Source Descriptor
Source Descriptor
	Descriptor
Descriptor
Descriptor
	The data in this field is not a code from a user perspective.  Use Descriptor consistently throughout the DVs.


	Source Descriptor Lang
Source Descriptor Code Lang
	Sys Lang
Sys Lang
	Language
Language
	“Sys” is an abbreviation – not needed for the end user; not easily translated.


	Source Descriptor Code
Source Descriptor Code Lang

	Value Code
Source Descriptor Code
	Code
Code
	The two words are redundant. It is a code – or it is a value, but both words are not necessary.



Also, see:
p. 8 - Source Descriptor Code  
“... the get_source_descriptor_lang dataview is broken. “

and 
p. 10  – Source Descriptor Code Lang

“...And the get_source_descriptor_code_lang dataview could likely use a redesign to add a field for filtering the code lookup like the get_crop_trait_code_lang dataview does. “


Source Descriptor
The Source Descriptor has three required fields:
· Coded Name Descriptor
· Category
· Data Type
Source Descriptor dataview:
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Descriptor
Descriptor is a descriptive name for the descriptor, inputted when the new descriptor record is created.
Category 
Category and Data Type use drops downs. All GG drop downs use codes entered by the GRIN-Global database administrator. If a value is needed for a dropdown, contact  the GG administrator.  For example, in the U.S. NPGS, the codes for the Category are:
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Data Type
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Is Coded?
When the Is Coded? field is selected, the descriptor will use coded values to denote the [tbd wording] level of the descriptor.


Change  Coded Name to Descriptor. Remember that word gets translated (& languages such as Spanish “throw in” articles for each noun  – so I think “Descriptor” is best.
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Source Descriptor Lang

Throughout we have “Sys Lang.”  Why not change all occurrences of “Sys Lang” to “Language”  ?
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I just got this msg this morning – did not have this problem previously. When switching tabs from SD Code to SD Lang, the following error msg displayed; then the Lang DV is empty after clicking OK:
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Source Descriptor Code
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Source Descriptor Code Lang

Don’t we want to filter by the Source Descriptor?  The way the lookup works now is – it lists all of the codes – and I’m sure will show duplicates when there are more codes in there.
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