


Friday 12/13/13 / Kurt:
Crop Trait Code Language
this is what I am looking for in the CTCL DV (besides changing the column heading names, I rearranged the order of the columns):
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Crop Trait Code
[image: ]

[image: ]  Also, I added Trait Title for consistency in CTC




Crop Trait
[image: ]


Observations (and Data)

Proposed:
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2nd email: 12/111 6 pm
Marty,

Yeah, I kind of painted myself into a corner by applying my interpretation of your suggestions uniformly. Admittedly having two fields with the exact same friendly name is not a good idea.

You asked for “Code Value” on the crop_trait_code.code field and “Code Title” on the crop_trait_code_lang.title field. But it was unclear what friendly name to use for all the crop_trait_code_id fields that use the crop_trait_code_lookup. Currently either “Crop Trait Code Value” or “Crop Trait Code” is used depending on the table.

I figured since the code lookup contains the “Code Title” field that you probably wanted that friendly name for the lookup. And that lead to the situation you see in my table. In rereading you message from yesterday I I’m not sure what you were suggesting. Did you want the crop_trait_code_id know as “Crop Trait Code Value”  to be changed to “Code”?

That code lookup will contain the code title or maybe the raw code as a fallback if there is no title. Maybe the new friendly name for that lookup field should really be “Crop Trait Code Title or Value”. That would be more precise, but is a bit wordy.

A little while back Mark pointed out the oddity of using the existing title based crop_trait_code_lookup in the crop_trait_code_lang table where the title itself is entered. It seems like a chicken and egg problem: the lookup wants to show you the title when you are trying to enter the title itself. However before the title is entered the lookup should fall back to the code so there isn’t really a paradox. So I don’t think it’s necessary to create a special code lookup for that one dataview.

You asked about why the observation and observation data dataview have those two similarly named fields. The first one is writable and shows the lookup for the code (usually the title). The second one is read only and shows the raw code for information purposes. Some people want to see both the friendly and raw versions of the code. Technically those are the crop_trait_code_id and the crop_trait_code.code field. To our never ending sorrow those two fields got the confusing friendly names of “Crop Trait Code Value” and “Crop Trait Value Code”. I don’t know if anyone takes responsibility for choosing those names. I tried fixing it once by renaming them to “Code Definition” and “Code” respectively, but that change didn’t make it into the build and isn’t part of the current npgsdb.

I agree this needs straightening out. I despair that will never actually happen though.

Kurt



1st email: 12/111 4:30pm


Most of this isn’t actually a dataview issue, it’s an issue of what friendly names are loaded in the sys_table_field_lang table. For instance the crop_trait_code.code field has an English friendly name in crop_trait_code_lang of “Crop Trait Value Code”. If you change that one entry to “Code Value”  it will change the displayed friendly name in three dataviews (code, observation, and observation data)

It’s not as simple as that in other cases. A crop_trait_id field occurs in six different tables and thus has six separate entries in sys_table_field_lang. In five of those tables it is a foreign key and uses a lookup in the dataview. It uniformly uses the English friendly name “Crop Trait” in those five cases.  It seems to be an informal standard to use the table name for foreign key lookup friendly names; eg: “Crop”, “Crop Trait”, “Accession”, and “Inventory”. Some exceptions to this rule currently being “Crop Trait Code Value” for cto.crop_trait_code_id or “Taxon”  for accession.taxonomy_species_id.

I believe this is how the changes you suggest would be reflected by changes to the sys_table_field_lang table.
[image: cid:image001.jpg@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]
 


Addendum:

	Observation dv

	Crop Trait à                           Trait 

	Code Definition à                                (as is)

	Crop Trait Value Code à        Code Value

	



___________________________________________________

	Crop Trait Observation Data dv

	Crop Trait                                Trait 

	Crop Trait Value Code à        Code Value
Crop Trait Code Value à        Code


[image: cid:image003.jpg@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]

Kurt (also):
(I’m trying to figure out why both are needed here. Why not just the first one, using the lookup?)  Could you explain how the two currently similarly-named fields are to be handled? The CTCV uses the lookup, but the CTVC accepts direct input. It seems to me just the CTCV field would be necessary? (This is the field I am proposing to re-label Code Value.) [image: cid:image004.jpg@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]

Let’s simplify!

In summary, the headings for the two “Code” DVs become:

	Crop Trait Code dv
	Crop Trait Code Lang dv

	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name
	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name

	Crop Trait à                           Trait Title
	Crop Trait à                           Trait Title

	(as is)                                      Trait Description
	(as is)                                      Trait Description

	Crop Trait Value Code à        Code Value
	Crop Trait Code à                  Code Value

	Title –>                                    Code Title
	(as is)                                      Code Title 

	(as is)                                      Code Description 
	(as is)                                      Code Description 



Justification:

Part of the confusion with the inter-related Trait and Code DVs is simply the overlapping /similar/inconsistent heading names. We have gotten closer to being user friendly thanks to Kurt’s efforts, but after delving into this some more, I think I have a few additional tweaks that would help matters. (Unfortunately this will mean I will also need to redo my screen captures again). Besides the confusion in English, we also have a major issue when the English is translated into Spanish (and probably other languages).


In the Crop Trait dv, why couldn’t we simply call the Trait Coded Name “Trait Name?”  
I suggest this because using “Coded” within Trait Coded Name is confusing because the word “Code” is currently being used in two different contexts within the same DV.  A trait can be a trait that uses codes, or not.  But that is not what is meant by the column heading Trait Coded Name. (I know what the original meaning of Trait Coded Name was, but it is confusing to use it in GG because of the additional language fields.) 


Also, we should also use “Trait Title” consistently in both the Crop Trait dv and the Crop Trait Code dv. As it is now, we use Title in the Crop Trait dv but in the Crop Trait Code dv the same field is called “Crop Trait.”  I am proposing:

	Crop Trait dv
	Crop Trait Code dv
	Crop Trait Code Lang dv

	Trait Coded Name à Trait Name
	Trait Coded Name à Trait Name
	Trait Coded Name à Trait Name

	Title à Trait Title
	Crop Trait àTrait Title
	Crop Trait à Trait Title

	Description à Trait Description
	Trait Description (as is)
	Trait Description (as is)


(Below I have additional suggestions for the two Code dvs, but here I am just showing the Trait- fields; later, the Code- fields.)

Crop Trait currently:
[image: cid:image005.png@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]
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Also, getting down to the Codes DVs, why not change Crop Trait Code to Code Value? (to be consistent with Code Title and Code Description).
[image: cid:image007.png@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]

Likewise, we should then use Code Value, Code Title, and Code Description in the Get Crop Trait Code dv (currently Crop Trait Value Code, Title, and Code Description are used)
[image: cid:image008.jpg@01CEF68E.ED2A3BC0]




In summary, the two “Code” DVs become:

	Crop Trait Code dv
	Crop Trait Code Lang dv

	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name
	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name

	Crop Trait à                           Trait Title
	Crop Trait à                           Trait Title

	(as is)                                      Trait Description
	(as is)                                      Trait Description

	Crop Trait Value Code à        Code Value
	Crop Trait Code à Code Value

	Title –>                                    Code Title
	(as is)                                      Code Title 

	(as is)                                      Code Description 
	(as is)                                      Code Description 




and the Crop Trait dv becomes:
	Crop Trait dv

	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name

	Title à                                    Trait Title

	Description à                         Trait Description



and the Crop Trait dv headings become:
	Crop Trait dv

	Trait Coded Name à             Trait Name

	Title à                                    Trait Title

	Description à                         Trait Description
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