


Virtual Nodes
Sent on June 26 at 7:11 pm
Pete:
I think #1 is fairly accurate, but please review. 
The Treeview Virtual Nodes in #2 below is what I was referring to in today’s meeting – I was trying to explain this just about the time I “went away.”  I thought I had found some instances where the “Treeview Virtual Nodes” feature wasn’t working consistently – I spent some time with these today, trying to determine what I seen more than two months ago, but so far I can’t recreate the error that I thought I saw..
_______________________
1. Re the treeview friendly names in the AppSettings.txt, is the following correct:

Treeview Friendly Names

Lists can now be established for any dataview. (In the initial release of GRIN-Global, there were only seven object types that could be listed in the treeview in the left panel.) Now when you view any dataview, you can drag records from the table grid (from the CT’s right panel) to create a list of related items in the treeview. By default, these dataviews (other than the original seven, see p. nn [tbd]), will have the following naming convention:

dataviewprimarykeyid=nnn   (where nnn is the record’s primary id). 

For example, if the dataview were the get_accession_inv_name dataview, the default format for the object is accessioninvnameid=nnn. Shown here is the object pointing to the accession_inv name record whose primary id is 1001817. (The user had previously dragged the records to the left panel to generate the list.) 
[image: cid:image001.png@01CE7291.4020AA30]

The default friendly name formula can be customized as desired. For example, you could change the accessioninvnameid formula to include the values from the Accession and Name fields. In that case, the formula would be changed to

ACCESSION_INV_NAME_ID_NAME_FORMULA = {get_accession_inv_name.accession_id} + " - " + {get_accession_inv_name.plant_name}

The following illustrates the change to the objects’ names:
[image: cid:image003.jpg@01CE72A0.EF118640]

Where is this formula changed?
Each CT user has an AppSettings.txt file on the user’s PC. It is a text file and may be edited. The file’s full path includes the drive and directory information. The following are sample paths for an XP and a Windows 7 PC:
Windows XP:  C:\Documents and Settings\dbmum3\Application Data\GRIN-Global\Curator Tool
Windows 7:    C:\Users\marty\AppData\Roaming\GRIN-Global\Curator Tool

How do I determine what are the actual field names? 
You may have noticed that the formula in the example included database field names, such as the get_accession_inv_name.plant_name. To determine the field names,  select a record or two in the datagrid; press and hold the Ctrl key; drag and drop into a spreadsheet. The fieldnames will be displayed along with the contents of the records that were dragged.

When creating or editing the formula, fieldnames are enclosed in braces {field name}; text can also be included. When including text, enclose the text within quotation marks, such as “ - “  (if for example you wanted to include a hyphen and spaces between the two field names as shown in the example.

Note:  to the left of the name is a graphic. In the example above, it was the blue lowercase “n.” These icons can be customized for an organization, but this customization is not typically done by the user. The GG administrator can replace the icons that are initially installed – these directions are in the GG Admin Guide.


(2)

Treeview Virtual Nodes
Pete -- this first paragraph is what I was referring to earlier today – your reply is in red.  Is my paragraph  (the 2nd one) accurate?

[I spoke with Mark about the virtual node definition. I’d like to go over that, especially what is the AppSettings.txt file saying:   CROP_ID_VIRTUAL_NODE_DATAVIEW = get_crop_trait  It uses the returned data from the ‘get_crop_trait’ dataview to populate the virtual nodes of the ‘crop_id’ object (note: it passes the crop_id value to the ‘get_crop_trait’ dataview to get the results back then uses the primary key of the returned data to make virtual nodes under the ‘crop_id’ object) ]

You can establish “virtual node definitions” which in a sense work to filter a dataview by the objects (the “nodes”) in the list. For example, you could define a virtual node where Cooperators will be associated with the accession_source table. After this connection is established, you can use the cooperator objects to filter for just the accession_source records associated with that cooperator, using the following definition:.

cooperator_id_virtual_NODE_DATAVIEW = get_accession_source 
... to be continued
Martin Reisinger
GRIN-Global Project:  www.grin-global.org
marty.reisinger@ars.usda.gov
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