2010 Peanut Crop Germplasm Committee Meeting Minutes
July 13, 2010, 10:00 am- 12:00 noon

Clearwater Beach Hilton
Clearwater, Florida
1.  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Naveen Puppala at 10:07 am.  Those attending were asked to introduce themselves. In attendance were:  N. Puppala, K. Chamberlin, R. Wilson, C. Holbrook, G. Pederson, C. Chen, B. Guo, C. Simpson, M. Balota, T. Isleib, N. Barkley, S. Tallury, K. Moore, J. Davis, T. Stalker, R. Pittman, H. Pattee, P. Dang, G. Wright, P. Donahue, H. Valentine, M. Burow, M. Wang, K. Williams, B. Branch and M. Kline.

2. 
Approval of 2010 minutes:  The membership was asked to amend and/or approve the 2010 meeting minutes. C. Holbrook made a motion the minutes be accepted.  The meeting minutes were approved.

3.  
Membership Changes:  Karen Williams said she would take care of removing S. Milla Lewis from the CGC website.
4.  
NGRL report (Karen Williams):  Karen passed out a handout to the membership and discussed the topic of international germplasm exchange and a treaty that governs germplasm exchange.  The U.S. still hasn’t ratified the treaty, which has potential to ease germplasm exchange between governments and reduce the reliance on non-standard MTAs.  Peanut is not covered under the treaty.  The senate should vote to approve the treaty soon, but no plans have been made to include peanut under the treaty.  Discussion ensued:


T. Isleib asked how the SMTA affects PIs for released cultivars. Karen replied that it does not.  ICRISAT material is bound by the SMTA; C. Holbrook received some ICRISAT material but has not received anything to sign yet. C. Simpson commented that there are errors in GRIN regarding wild species information.  C. Holbrook said that peanut descriptor  documents don’t link to GRIN when Googled and we should fix that.

5. 
PGRCU Report (G. Pederson):  G. Pederson announced that the current curator position is an ARS CAT4 scientist promoted to a GS12.  Because of the lack of promotion potential, it is hard to hire curators and that they are changing the position to a CAT1, GS12, promotion possible to a GS15, based on service alone.  The position description has been written and sent to NPS.  Afterwards the job will be announced and opened, hopefully around August, 2010.  Roy Pittman, the current curator, will stay on until the new position is filled.  


G. Pederson added that the will be enough -18C storage space added so that all of the peanut germplasm collection can be stored for long term. The project is out for bid, with a goal of completion in 1-2 years.


Discussion:  T. Stalker wanted to know if there will be enough room for future additions (i.e. the RIL populations); G. Pederson replied yes.  M. Balota asked what she should do with W. Mozingo’s collection.  T. Isleib said the PIs should be saved but she could do what she wanted with the VT lines.  G. Pederson wants the PIs.  M. Balota will give him a list.  C. Holbrook said she should look at all the material and move the good stuff to Griffin. M. Balota said there may be some sources of earliness.
6.  
Curator’s Report (Roy Pittman):  R. Pittman had a handout detailing the state of the germplasm collection and the previous year’s activities there.  Discussions ensued over where germplasm was kept and what was available.  R. Pittman said that accessions are slated for regeneration when the germ rate falls below 70% and that most seed stocks are backed up at Ft. Collins.  T. Stalker said he doesn’t understand germination rates on the collection.  R. Pittman said only one lot per accession was tested, so if it was poor, other sample lots need to be pulled and tested.  G. Pederson commented that they are still going through the entire collection to test germ rates and that there are more lots to be tested of each accession.
7.
Wild Species Update (C. Simpson):  C. Simpson says he is still maintaining the wild collection and that no significant increase has been done since 1993.  Material he collected from S. America will be available publically but there will be a cost associated with that.  A question was raised about how many accessions are maintained as live plants.  C. Simpson replied that if the seed doesn’t store well, it is maintained as a live plant.  He has about 1,800 accessions.  T. Stalker says he has a list of the components of the wild collection.

8.
Core and mini core collection Update (C. Holbrook):  There are 151 new accessions since the core collection was created which requires 18 new additions to the mini core.  Discussion ensued about the mini core and the core collection being the same.  C. Holbrook added that we need to add representatives to the mini core that carry traits that are not now represented.  T. Stalker says no, that we need separate collections for each trait.

9.
UPPT update (Bill Branch):  Bill Branch said that the 2010 UPPT data was now available.  The 2010 test will have 13 entries:  8 runners, 5 Virginias, plus checks.
10.  
PRWN update (T. Isleib):  T. Isleib said there were  5 acres in the 2009-2010 PWRN; 1200 plots total; 9 participants; 150 plots ea. (12 ft. equivalents); must limit again this year.

11.
Election of a new vice chair (N. Puppala):  Barry Tillman was elected Vice Chair for 2011.  K. Chamberlin will take over as Chairman next year.

12. 
New or Other Business :  C. Holbrook says the CGC Report online needs to be updated. 


 C. Simpson wanted to make a resolution commending Roy Pittman on his service as curator. The membership agreed.  The resolution reads:  Be it resolved that the Peanut Crop Germplasm Committee commend Dr. Roy N. Pittman for a job well done in his curation of the USDA peanut germplasm collection at Griffin, GA and be it also resolved that the Chair of the Peanut CGC prepare and send a letter to that effect to Dr. Pittman and copy it to the USDA Research Leader at Griffin and other UDA administrators above the Research Leader so that they understand the Peanut CGC appreciates what Dr. Pittman has done for peanut germplasm during his tenure as Peanut Germplasm Curator.

13.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.
