2012 HOCGC Meeting

Monday, July 30th
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Subtropical Horticulture Research Station

Miami, Florida
ATTENDEES:  Pablo Jourdan, Michelle Jones, Gail Wisler, Gary Kinard, Barbara Hellier, Paul Readly, Neil Anderson, Barbara Leidl, Peter Bretting, Ryan Warner, Zhanao Deng, Dan Barney, Marvin Miller, Alan Meerow, and Alan Blowers
VIA TELECONFERENCE:  Mark Widrlechner, Susan Stieve, Jeff Carstens

1. Welcome and Introductions:  (Michelle Jones, Acting HOCGC Chair and Dr. Robert Mangan, recently-appointed Research Leader at the Subtropical Horticulture Research Station).  Dr. Mangan introduced himself to the group and provided them with a brief overview of his professional background and welcomed the committee members to the Station.
2. HOCGC Business:  (Michelle Jones)

a. 2010 HOCGC Meeting Minutes

Michelle reminded the attendees that the time period between HOCGC meetings was extended to 24 months, and not the previously-planned 18 months which had been decided upon at the July 2010 meeting.  The additional 6-month delay was designed to avoid excess travel costs so that attendees could combine the HOCGC meeting with the ASHS Conference which was scheduled to begin the following day on July 31st.  No formal acceptance of the 2010 Meeting Minutes was necessary at this meeting as they had previously been accepted via E-mail vote in 2010.
3. HOCGC Annual Reports:  Prior to the meeting, written reports had been received and distributed via E-mail by Michelle Jones to all committee members.

a. Subtropical Horticulture Research Station (Miami, FL):  Alan Meerow provided a summary of the activities at his location.  The past 24 months were marked by major personnel losses, including the death of the former Research Leader, Robert Heath, in late December, 2011.  The station was also without a significant percentage of their business office staff, including the Administrative Officer for a period of time.  Those vacancies have now both been filled, although the Program Assistant position remains open.  Alan also exhibited a new variety, Turnera diffusa ‘Louisa’, a vegetatively-propagated, dwarf, drought-tolerant shrub.  Finally, he informed the group that five amaryllis (Hippeastrum) hybrids were the subjects for US Plant Patent applications.
b. Ornamental Plant Germplasm Center (Columbus, OH):  At the outset, Pablo communicated to the group that Jonathan Frantz (ARS, Toledo) will again be the ADODR for the OPGC, after having spent a year or so in Maine.  Pablo Jourdan went on to grimly inform the group that the Center experienced a 30% reduction in funding this past year, but interjected hope that this reduction was transient and the budget would be restored to previous levels in the coming year.  He emphasized the growing size of the Phlox collection (>200 accessions) and newly-established tissue culture capabilities for their Begonia collection (for in vitro backups) as highlights during the past year or so.  Begonia was heavily promoted this past year by the Center, and had a prominent presence at the 2012 OFA Short Course in Columbus.  A similar promotion is planned for the upcoming American Begonia Society meeting in San Diego.  It is currently under consideration that either Rudbeckia or Coreopsis might be the feature genus for 2013, similar to Begonia in 2012.  There was some discussion on the feasibility of expanding the Center’s connections to Botanic Gardens for greater access to native plants, such as the Penstemon collection at the Denver Botanic Garden.  Finally, Pablo detailed the numerous outdoor enhancements which had been made at the Center, including the construction of several raised beds and a hoop house for maintaining plants in their collections.  Overall, a major increase in the aesthetics of the “Backyard”was achieved.  Pablo reminded the group that the Center, now 10-years old, is up for another 5-year renewal.  Following on to Pablo’ s comments, Susan Stieve updated the group on the flow cytometric analysis of nearly 800 Rudbeckia, Coreopsis, and Phlox samples for nuclear DNA content determination, and their efforts to raise butterflies for pollination purposes.  She also informed the group that representatives from the American Public Gardens Association (APGA), Botanical Society of America, and OFA toured the OPGC, and left very impressed with their visit.
c. Western Region Plant Introduction Station (Pullman, WA):  Barbara Hellier provided the committee members with a long list of genera that were the focus of their efforts, with a special emphasis on Achillea, Erigeron, Geum, Purshia, Thymus, and Salvia.  Of particular note was the increase in the number of Salvia accessions.  She also noted that the Station entomologist and entomology-dedicated lab technician both retired, but only the technician will be replaced, albeit within a different  program.
d. North Central Region Plant Introduction Station (Ames, IA):  Jeff Carstens noted activities for Baptisia, Calendula and Sanvitalia.  He also described a reorganization of plant group responsibilities, with the herbaceous and woody ornamentals being separated (with the  herbaceous groups now including mints and medicinal plants).  Dan Barney, who came from the recently closed Palmer Alaska site, will curate the herbaceous ornamentals.  
e. Office of National Programs (Beltsville, MD):  Peter Bretting addressed the 30% reduction in funding level for the OPGC during the past year, and explained how it was related to the costs associated with the USDA-ARS sites which had been closed recently.  He was cautiously optimistic that funding levels would be restored shortly.

f. National Germplasm Resources Laboratory (Beltsville, MD):  Gary Kinard informed the group about changes and highlights associated with GRIN and the new (and upcoming) GRIN-Global website, reminding the attendees of the types of information and documents that can be found at these sites.  One particular highlight noted by Gary was the completed digitalization of the Plant Introduction Volumes, dating back to 1898.  Gary also provided some further specifics on the GRIN-Global system now in development.

g. North American Plant Collections Consortium (PA):  Despite Pam Allenstein’s absence, the committee was informed about her focus on woody ornamentals, and her new responsibilities in the area of herbaceous ornamentals, with a special emphasis on perennials.
4. Crop Descriptors:  A vigorous discussion on this topic was held, with Marvin Miller again reminding the group that fragrance should be included as a crop descriptor, which was agreed to by Pablo Jourdan.  Neil Anderson raised the question as to whether fragrance status should be included for all herbaceous ornamentals.  The discussion continued to include other aspects of fragrance production/emission, such as periodicity (time-of-day or night), temperature factors, and whether fragrance emission diminished/ceased after harvest.  This discussion was immediately followed by issues complicating the use of color standards (Mark Widrlechner), such as standards deteriorating over time, the use of colorimeters, standardized conditions for color assignments, etc.  There was also a brief discussion raised by Dan Barney regarding seed stratification requirements, and if so, whether warm or cold conditions were required.  At the conclusion of this section, Michelle Jones recommended that suggestions be E-mailed directly to Pablo Jourdan for further consideration.

5. Crop Vulnerability Report:  Pablo Jourdan reminded the group that an Ornamental Crop Vulnerability Report was last released in 1995 by Thomas Boyle.  He also reminded the committee that the current first draft was modeled closely after the woody ornamental report, Alan Meerow raised the question as to how to best define vulnerability, using the examples of pathogens, insects, and loss of biodiversity.  He recommended including specific plant examples within Appendices.  Marvin Miller immediately followed up with the example of the threat of downy mildew to Impatiens walleriana.  Pablo Jourdan  inquired as to the current ‘health status’ of the germplasm centers both domestically and internationally.  Mark Widrlechner suggested that the Botanic Gardens Conservation Institute could be a valuable resource for organizing this report.  He also noted that such a report would expose the deficiencies and shortcomings of current germplasm collections.   The loss of the Palmer (AK) Peony collection was used to emphasize the last point.  Peter Bretting also reminded the group that these reports can be used by NIFA in their funding decisions.  Additional discussions on this topic included using the New Crops and Medicinal Crops Vulnerability Reports as templates for the Herbaceous Ornamental Crops Report since they also deal with numerous herbaceous species.  Barbara Hellier suggested that perhaps 20 priority genera should be considered for the report.  As the discussions continued on unabated, it was finally suggested that four members (Pablo Jourdan, Neil Anderson, Barbara Leidl, Marvin Miller) be selected to form a sub-committee to help formulate the Crop Vulnerability Report for the HOCGC.  While not formally scheduled on the agenda, the next discussion point focused on adding Penstemon as a priority genus for the HOCGC, as proposed by Pablo Jourdan.  There was a lively discussion on the potential of Penstemon as a commercial product.  Neil Anderson questioned whether it was premature to add a new genus to the list.  Alan Meerow also questioned this proposal, while Marvin Miller was generally not opposed to the idea.  Peter Bretting issued a cautionary statement that the HOCGC needed to avoid becoming too diluted in their effort.  On the other hand, Pablo’s idea to pursue this opportunity, along with the resident expertise of Andi Wolfe at OSU, could be managed separately from HOCGC activities.  Dan Barney questioned why Potentilla was not considered as a priority genus.  Its low commercial value and the recent re-assignment of woody Potentillas to a new taxonomic group, Dasiphora, were the reasons given.

6. Proposals:  As communicated by Michelle Jones, two proposals were submitted and one of them (cut flower evaluation of Rudbeckia, Coreopsis and Phlox) was funded.  Since most proposals are typically submitted by HOCGC personnel, it was hoped that broader participation might be seen in the future.
7. Discussion of Exploration Activities and Evaluation of Germplasm:  Alan Meerow and Peter Bretting jointly highlighted the difficulties associated with negotiations and procurement of germplasm, especially from tropical countries (e.g., Guatemala).  They noted more favorable luck in countries found in Eastern Europe, North Africa, and the Arab region.  The primary reasons cited for such difficulties were conservative decision-makings by government officials and the lack of adequate standardized agreements. 

8. Highlights of Research on Ornamentals Germplasm:   Ryan Warner briefly described his collaborative effort on the generation of recombinant inbred lines involving several Petunia species (investigating genetic loci that confer the ability to grow and develop under cooler temperatures).  Alan Meerow spoke about Anthuriums at the U. of Hawaii.  Neil Anderson described to the group the concept of ‘congruity backcrossing’, the idea of backcrossing to both parents in alternate generations for maintaining fertility.
9. Industry Perspective on Public Germplasm:  Pablo Jourdan led a discussion on PVP-protected lines losing their protection and entering the public domain.  This was followed by noted examples of corn, soybean and cotton lines also losing their patent protection.  Mark Widrlechner also informed the committee that some ornamentals have also entered the public domain recently via this route.
10.  Update from 2011 CGC Chair Meeting:- Barbara Liedl updated the members on the Crop Germplasm Center meetings which were held (virtually only) in 2011, with no personal meetings.  The topics covered included various housekeeping issues, meeting updates, revising Crop Vulnerability Reports, and the newest technologies for holding virtual meetings.
11.  Engaging a Broader Audience in the HOCGC:  There was a general consensus that current technologies for holding effective virtual meetings that might allow a larger percentage of HOCGC members to participate are still somewhat inadequate.
12. HOCGC Administration and Future Meetings:  Alan Blowers will now assume the Chair position, while Paul Readly was nominated for the position of Secretary, which he graciously accepted.  The suggestion was made to hold the 2013 HOCGC Meeting on the Friday prior to OFA Short Course in Columbus.
The meeting was adjourned just after 3 PM EDT.
