Capsicum Crop Germplasm Committee 

Monday, September 13, 2010, 5:00pm – 6:00pm
Hotel Encanto, San Rafael Room
International Pepper Conference, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Attendees: Carl Jones, Stephanie Walker, Karen Williams, Jorge Cavlos-Berny, Kevin L. Cook, James E. Motes, Wesley Kline, Terry Berke, Bill Gerlach, Bob Jarret, Jit Baral, Eduardo Villanueva, Elena Albrecht, Ed Curry, Michael Mazourek.

Carl Jones (co-chair) Moderator, Stephanie Walker (co-chair) Scribe

Meeting Minutes
The welcome and review of the agenda were provided by Carl Jones, meeting moderator.
Curator’s Report: Bob Jarret provided the curator’s report for the pepper collection (attached). 
PMMV Eradication Efforts at Cornell: Michael Mazourek discussed current procedures used by the Chile Pepper Breeding program at Cornell to remove/clean PMMV from seed.  He reports good success using the TSP treatment provided by Bob Jarret along with a strict quarantine procedure that prevents cross-contamination by personnel or equipment. 
National Germplasm Resources Laboratory Report:
Karen Williams presented the report from the National Germplasm Resources Lab (attached).
Call for Proposals: It was reported that, to the knowledge of those present, no proposals were submitted in 2009 for work on the Capsicum collection. Stephanie Walker indicated that the call for proposals for this year were recently released (attached), and encouraged researchers to submit projects for work on priority areas for the Capsicum germplasm collection. Guidelines for proposals are attached. Awards will be capped at $15,000 - $18,000. Proposals must be submitted to either Carl Jones (carl.jones@monsanto.com) or Stephanie Walker (swalker@nmsu.edu) by November 22, 2010.
Priority Descriptors: The committee discussed priority descriptors for the pepper collection. Priority areas discussed included: 1) screening for soilborne disease resistance (particularly critical due to phasing out of many soil fumigants); (2) tomato spotted wilt resistance (especially in C. chinense); 3) insect resistance; and (3) projects to more rapidly regenerate seed/clean PMMV from the collection (industry/university collaboration would be ideal). 
Vulnerability Statement for Capsicum: Stephanie Walker recently attended the CGC meeting in Geneva, NY. A key point that was emphasized was the importance for each germplasm advisory group to maintain an up-to-date vulnerability statement for their crop. This document provides quick reference for Legislators and other interested parties to obtain current information of critical needs for the crop. The vulnerability statements for many crops are listed at the GRIN website; peppers were not. Karen Williams indicated that she had a written copy of the latest vulnerability statement and would provide it to the committee for review.
Revisions to Committee Membership: There was some discussion regarding an apparent turnover in individuals involved in pepper genetics and breeding, so information was solicited regarding individuals who should be encouraged to join the Pepper CGC.
Election of Officers: The group was asked to give some thought/provide feedback in the procedure to elect and retain officers. Some CGC meetings have term limits, while others do not. Carl and Stephanie were both elected as co-chairs at the last meeting, and were willing to continue to serve for the time being.

Meeting frequency and location: The Pepper CGC has been meeting every two years in conjunction with the International Pepper Conference. It was decided that the committee would begin to meet yearly, with alternate (non-Pepper conference years) meetings being held in conjunction with the American Society of Horticultural Science (ASHS) Conference. The next ASHS conference will be held in Waikoloa, Hawaii, September 25-28, 2011 . Stephanie will coordinate with ASHS to set up a Pepper CGC meeting there.  
