MINUTES of the Pyrus Crop Germplasm Committee Meeting, February 10, 2011
OSU Mid-Columbia Agricultural Research and Extension Center, Hood River, Oregon
Attendees: Rachel Elkins (Chair), Steve Castagnoli, Janet Turner, Barbara Reed, Amit Dhingra, Kate Evans, Richard Bell (phone), Joseph Postman, Bob McClain

Membership:

The committee agreed to revise the current list of members and to add a ‘cc’ list of interested parties. New committee members are Barbara Reed, Amit Dhingra, Kate Evans and Todd Einhorn. The following will be invited to join the committee: Christopher Walsh, Phil Baugher, James Susaimuthu, Chuck Fleck, Chuck Peters, Ray Schmitten, David Weil and Larry Rogers. John Dunley and ….Schurver? will be removed from the list. The cc list will include Mielke, Volk, Luffman, McClain, Smith.
It was also agreed that should committee members miss THREE meetings in a row, they are moved to the ‘cc’ list rather than automatically stay on the active committee list.

Vulnerability statement:

In order to update the 2004 vulnerability statement, Richard Bell agreed to assign sections to edit to other committee members and act as overall editor, producing an executive summary. Joseph Postman will update the state of the collection section, identifying what needs to be added to fill gaps in representative genetic diversity. Richard Bell and Kate Evans will update the section identifying high priority traits and evaluation priorities. Amit Dhingra will add a section on genes and genomics. The committee recognized that this could form the bulk of the narrative required for the SCRI proposal currently in preparation, defining the problems of pears. The first draft should be complete by the SCRI planning meeting in July.
Annual meeting:

The role of the annual meeting should be to define what the committee and sub-committees will do over the coming year including timelines, reports and an update on the germplasm. The committee agreed to schedule an annual meeting at the repository to include a visit to look at the fruit.

Germplasm acquisition:

The committee’s role in terms of planning what to bring in, how to do it and where to do it was discussed. Fingerprinting the collection and comparing data with other collections should help to identify possible new accessions as well as redundancy. Regarding exploration, following the identification of gaps to be highlighted in the vulnerability statement, ease of access and presence of bilateral agreements need to be considered before explorations are planned. Amit Dhingra and Kate Evans plan to visit some European pear breeding programs in the summer with a view to access some of their material. Richard Bell agreed to circulate a list of potentially interesting rootstocks to access to the committee. Funds could be sort from elsewhere to import accessions through the Prosser clean plant network rather than Beltsville.
Grant applications:

A call for pre-proposals for grants is expected in March/April. Joseph Postman and Barbara Reed will prepare a submission for a collecting trip to Kazakhstan. The CGC will aim to be more proactive in seeking these funding opportunities. There is a current opportunity to collaborate with South Korea.
APHIS and quarantine:

Richard Bell and Joseph Postman agreed to contact Margarita Licha to review the list of pyrus germplasm either currently in or awaiting quarantine tests. Kate Evans will draft a letter to the nurseries to ask if they are willing to collaborate with the CGC and provide lists of material that they have imported to reduce the risk of duplication of effort.
Pyrus germplasm conference:

The committee agreed to plan an International Pyrus germplasm conference to be held at the repository possibly in 2012. This could be a joint meeting with the ECPGR pear germplasm group. 
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