Minutes - Pyrus CGC Meeting
11 February, 2007
Hood River Best Western Inn – Hood River, Oregon
(draft summary by J. Postman)

Members Present:  Richard Bell, Steve Castagnoli, Rachel Elkins, Jim McFerson, Gene Mielke, Ray Mock, Joseph Postman, David Sugar, John Wells
Visitors Present: Timothy Smith (WSU Estension, Wenatchee), Tom Auvil (Washington TreeFruit Research, Wenatchee), Ines Hannahan (WTFRC, Yakima), Kitren Glozer (UC Davis), Chuck Peters (Pear Grower, Wapato, WA), Jim Doornink (WTFRC). 

Meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. 

1. Introductions

2. Richard Bell and Joseph Postman reviewed purpose and responsibilities of CGC for new members.

3. Joseph Postman gave a PowerPoint presentation on the state of the Repository and summarized the Pyrus collection, maintenance strategies, distributions for past 6 years, recent evaluations and recent collection expeditions.

Discussion followed on relevance of collection to industry, evaluation priorities, and “deliverable” products of Repository to stakeholders (summarized below). 

4. Ray Mock of the National Germplasm Resources Lab, Plant Disease Research Unit, in Beltsville, brought reports from:

a) National Program Staff on behalf of Peter Bretting – and pointed out some key changes in NPS personnel

b)  National Germplasm Resources Lab (NGRL). Gary Kinard is now acting Research Leader following the recent retirement on February 2 of acting RL and head of the GRIN/DBMU, Jimmy Mowder. The NGRL includes the 3 units:

1. Plant Exchange Office (PEO)
2. Germplasm Resources Information Network/Database Management Unit (GRIN/DBMU)
3. The new Plant Disease Research Unit (PDRU).

c) The Plant Disease Research Unit report summarized the research focus of this lab on developing detection methods and researching the etiology of germplasm borne diseases with quarantine significance.

5. Joseph Foster of the National Plant Germplasm Quarantine Program (NPGQP - APHIS) sent a report summarizing transition of quarantine responsibilities from ARS to APHIS and the recent hiring of Margarita Lich to head the pome fruit quarantine testing. A list of pear and quince clones presently in quarantine was also provided.

6. Richard Bell discussed the development of an action plan to relocate the USDA Pear Breeding Program from West Virginia to Wenatchee, Washington. He recently released an early ripening pear cultivar named “Sunrise” and expects to release another cultivar soon.
Summary of Discussions:

· Jim McFerson responded to Postman’s summary of the Corvallis Repository with concerns about the relevance of the collection to the Washington pear industry. Among his concerns and suggestions were:

· The Repository has reached a mature state and should be changing its focus from “collection and conservation” to utilization.

· Redundant and obsolete accessions should be eliminated (i.e. multiple clones of Bartlett, multiple accessions with same parents such as OHxF clones where both parents are in collection, rootstock clones that will never be useful to the industry).
· Limited resources should be focused on evaluating the existing collection for high priority traits rather than exploring for new accessions of questionable value. 
· Pay attention to the molecular tools that Amit Dhingra is using at WSU for rapid and high throughput detection of useful traits.
· Tim Smith, Jim McFerson, and others suggested the following as high priority traits:

· development of tools (molecular markers?) to rapidly identify potential dwarfing rootstocks
· evaluate for spur bearing habit

· precocious bearing

· presence of phenolics or other compounds that may be associated with scald and other storage disorders. 
· fire blight resistance

· David Sugar suggested applying DNA fingerprinting tools to identification and elimination of duplicates as first priority.

· Apply molecular tools to identification of redundant progeny as second priority

· Rachel Elkins reported that taste panels and consumer groups want pears that don’t have special ripening requirements. 
· Areas suggested as high priority for exploration/exchange include Middle East (esp. areas with limited access such as northern Iran, Afghanistan and Iraq; China (fragrant pears from west China and greater assortment of Chinese cultivars in general from gene banks and breeding programs); North Africa (Atlas Mountains).
· McFerson discussed the National Clean Plant Network, with expected funding to be included in the Eat Healthy America Act and the need for rapid introduction and clean-up of fruit cultivars needed by industry – to replace NRSP-5 which will soon cease to exist.
Action Items:

· Richard Bell will generate a “short list” of less than a dozen descriptors and circulate to CGC to select the top 5.  This will be the basis of soliciting proposals for germplasm evaluations for NPGS funding.

· Joseph Postman will divide pear cultivars & selections into logical sub-groups and provide origin and trait information that will permit CGC members to review and revise the “core” collection designation. 
 
· Joseph Postman and Richard Bell will review and revise the “core” species accessions so that they represent an appropriate taxonomic and geographic cross section of the collection.

· Joseph Postman will generate lists of accessions for the CGC to consider for elimination from the collection (for example obsolete rootstocks multiple OHxF selections).

· The Repository will increase interactions with the Pear Industry.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
Pyrus CGC Membership as of April 2006

1) Richard Bell, Pear Breeder (Chair)
USDA-ARS AFRS, Kearneysville, West Virginia


2) Sam Benowitz, Nurseryman
Raintree Nursery, Morton, Washington


3) Steve Castagnoli, Extension Agent
Oregon State University, Hood River County


4) John Dunley, Entomologist
Washington State University


5) Rachel Elkins, Extension Agent
University of California, Lake and Mendocino Counties


6) David Hunter, Pear Breeder
Vineland Station, Ontario, Canada


7) Margie Luffman, Curator
Canadian Clonal Genebank
Harrow, Ontario, Canada


8) Jim McFerson
Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission
Wenatchee, Washington

9) Eugene Mielke, Horticulturist (retired)
Oregon State University, Hood River


10) Bob Skirvin, Horticulturist
University of Illinois


11) David Sugar, Plant Pathologist
Oregon State University, Medford

12) John Wells, Horticulturist/Grower
Hood River, Oregon
__________________________________


13) Joe Foster, Plant Pathologist (Ex-Officio)
USDA-APHIS National Plant Germplasm Quarantine Program, Beltsville, MD


14) Kim Hummer, Horticulturist (Ex-Officio) USDA-ARS NCGR, Corvallis, OR


15) Ray Mock, Plant Pathologist (Ex-Officio)
USDA-ARS National Genetics Resources Lab
Beltsville, MD

16) Joseph Postman, Plant Pathologist/Curator 
(Ex-Officio) USDA-ARS NCGR, Corvallis 
