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Minutes of the Peanut Crop Germplasm Committee Meeting- July 12 , 2011, San Antonio, TX
The annual meeting of the Peanut Crop Germplasm Committee Meeting was called to order by President Kelly Chamberlin on July 12, 2011 10:00 am in the Historic Menger Hotel in San Antonio, Texas.  A total of 28 people recorded their attendance.  President Chamberlin passed out the minutes from the 2010 CGC meeting and requested review and corrections. Charles Simpson requested one change in item #9 and it was noted.  Corley Holbrook made a motion to approve the 2010 minutes as amended and the motion was seconded and approved. . 

I. Membership Review

Dr. Puppala made a motion to remove Dr. Roy Pittman from membership and add Dr. 

Noelle Barkley.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Holbrook and carried unanimously.

II. USDA-NGRL report- Karen Williams

a. Karen gave an update on items as listed below
i. The GRIN Global software Project is almost finished.  It was a cooperative effort of USDA-ARS and Biodiversity International. Funded by the Global Crop Diversity Trust. 
It can be used by any gene bank in world and will also be implemented for all USDA _ NPGS collections.  The test site is “test.grin global.org”.  Curators will test new system soon.  It is an empty application to be populated by others so that CG Centers could use it too.
ii. US Ratification of International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (IT) on hold awaiting Senate Ratification. The Treaty specifies a Standard MTA for all germplasm transfers that it covers.
NPGS is already accepting germplasm from other countries under the standard MTA from IT party countries and the CG Centers.  Peanut is not part of treaty.  However, the CG collections, including peanut, are all covered by the Treaty and are provided under the standard MTA.  
iii. China Most Program – USDA working to facilitate exchange of germplasm with China.  Little germplasm has been exchanged recently, but a dialogue is continuing.
III. Curator Report – Noelle Barkley

a) Dr. Noelle Barkley is the new peanut Curator in Griffin, GA replacing Dr. Pittman who is now curator for vigna spp. Dr. Barkely provided a report on the status of the collection outlined below.
i. 2011 Field Generation – Many breeders helping grow accessions in 2011.  Grow outs were conducted in Attapulgus, GA, Byron , GA, Tifton, GA, Raleigh, NC, and Citra, FL in the southeast and in Stillwater, OK, and East and West Texas in the southwest.
ii. There were 73 requests for germplasm in 2010
iii. Germination: 18% of cultivated types have less than 50% germination and there are a higher percentage of wild types with less than 50% germination.
iv. Green house space maybe an issue for peanut as funding for USDA in Griffin, GA has decreased.  There is especially a need for greenhouse space to grow Quarantine imports.
v. Information about funding cuts and limited greenhouse space sparked discussion and questions about how the peanut community should respond to insure continued support for the germplasm collection. The group agreed on the need for a motion / resolution from the CGC to help with these issues.  The need for political pressure for funding appears to be great. The number of support personnel for peanut has dwindled, so funding for technical support is a problem.  It was acknowledged that overall Federal support is a major challenge. It was decided that Dr. Charles Simpson would draft a resolution regarding greenhouse space and the need for 6 bays to accommodate the peanut collection.  A motion was made by Dr. Simpson, seconded by Dr. Holbrook and passed unanimously that Dr. Chamberlin send a letter with the motion to that effect to the Research Leader for USDA in Griffin, GA.  The letter should provide justification for the needed space and document how the State Agricultural Experiment Stations under leadership of Dr. Johnny Wynn with NC State University supported building greenhouses for the peanut collection.  
Discussion continued with Mark Burrow making a motion that Dr.  Chamberlin write the letter to the RL and to UGA administration to request a permanent Federal Technician for Dr. Barkley to work in the peanut germplasm collection. Holbrook suggested that we be specific. Howard Valentine suggested that we ask UGA to make the current temporary UGA position a permanent position and ask USDA to add at permanent technician.  The letter containing the motion should be sent to: Dr. Gary Peter, the UGA Dean, the ARS Area Director, and other administrators who need to be involved.

The final motion reads: 

There is also a need for political pressure to keep base funding for the peanut curator, greenhouses, cold storage and support staff.
IV. Wild Species Update- Charles Simpson
a. Dr. Simpson took a trip to Brazil to: 

i. GPS some old collections
ii. Collect new materials & recollect some old ones
iii. May have found new spp.

iv. Document part of Kuhlmannii species, a separate wild species

v. Dr. Valls is continuing to collect Arachis spp. in Brazil

vi. Seijo is botanizing in Bolivia & has found 8 new spp. in SE Bolivia

TAMU is working on an agreement with EMBRAPA in Brazil for germplasm exchange but agreement does not mention peanut specifically.

V. US core and mini core collection- Corley Holbrook –
a. Mini Core has 112 total lines
b. Charles Chen made selections in the non-homogeneous entries in mini core.   This creates different “sources” and Dr. Holbrook suggested that the “real” source will be what Dr Barkley has in the collection in Griffin, GA.
c. Ten more lines remain to be evaluated/replaced and there is 1 substitution from China
d. Dr. Chen – has from 100 seed up to 1 lb. of seed of each of the homogeneous lines
e. There are 3 lines not in the system, but C. Simpson has seed & will send to Dr. Barkley.
f. Griffin has 110 out of 112 entries in the mini-core collection and Dr.  Simpson has worked on most but not all of mini-core and purified them. He will identify lines that need purification and add to list so will be available.  
g. The core collection in Griffin has 795 of 831_ available for distribution.
VI. Breeder’s collection for disease and insect resistance- T. Stalker 
a. Dr. Stalker suggested we characterize the mini-core for insect and disease resistance. He asked the breeders if they wanted that and whether it should include wild species or only tetraploids.  The breeders responded that tetraploids would be best. Dr. Ozias-Akins suggested that standard susceptible checks be included.  Dr. Stalker agreed and will include such.  Dr. Stalker will do a literature search and will sent list to breeders to ask them to add to the list lines they are working with.
b. ICRASAT does variety extensive evaluations of germplasm including markers, yield, etc. on chickpea.  They have a database of characteristics that we could use to start.
VII. UPPT update- Bill Branch
a. The 2011 UPPT has 13 total entries with 9 runners, and 4 Virginias planted in nine locations.                            
b. The 2010 UPPT report is available.
VIII. Winter Nursery update - Tom Isleib 

a. Grant to support Winter Nursery activities was approved.  Each breeder will be allowed 200 – 2 row plots w/ no charge per program.  Last season, there were
                          1200 plots from over 2000 plots in prior years.  The 1200 is a manageable 



     number.
IX. A call was made for other business, but hearing none, Dr. Branch made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded and carried.  The meeting was adjourned shortly after noon.
