Apple CGC Teleconference
May 3, 2013


Attendees: Margarita Bateman Carole Bassett, Mark Bohning, Peter Bretting, Susan Brown, Thomas Chao, Kate Evans, Gennaro Fazio, Phil Forsline, Jim McFerson, Ian Merwin, Chris Richards, Gayle Volk, Karen Williams, Kenong Xu, Gan-Yuan Zhong

Minutes provided by Gayle Volk, Chair

Program Reports (see attachments)
	Office of National Programs: Dr. Peter Bretting (see report)
· Summarized information provided in 2013 ONP report
· Congratulated sites on 5 year plan successes
· Suggested that future ONP  reports may have a new format, developed based on information provided in Crop Vulnerability Statements for the NPGS collections

	National Germplasm Resources lab/GRIN-Global: Mark Bohning (see report)
· GRIN-Global advances: faster curator tool now available, trial public release is available for testing
· New system will have logins for users to improve tracking and ordering
· International community is implementing GRIN-Global, including CG Centers, CIMMYT, Canada, Russia, and Australia
· Due to the tight timelines for rolling out the NPGS version of GRIN-Global, programmers are not yet ready to work on maximally compatible issues with other databases such as the Genome Database for Rosaceae
· Other future projects for GRIN include improved capacity for marker, genomic, pedigree, and curatorial tools
· Karen Williams announced the deadline of July 26, 2013 for exchange and collection proposals
· Application information has been distributed to the CGC mailing list

	Plant Genetic Resources Unit: Dr. Gan-Yuan Zhong
· Budget cuts to the Plant Genetic Resources Unit are significant, 7.4% from ARS and 7.6% from the NE9 Project
· This has resulted in the loss of a half time permanent position
· Apple collection maintenance, preservation, and distribution efforts will continue, but characterization will be affected

	Apple Collection: Dr. Thomas Chao (see report)
· Summarized written report
· GBS project includes 1400 domestica and >200 sieversii accessions as well as other species
· There are currently 200 trees waiting to be cryopreserved at NCGRP as a back-log;  30 accessions will be processed annually. 

	APHIS: Dr. Margarita Bateman (see report)
· Many new diseases are included in testing regimes 
· Emphasized the need for establishing plants at locations as soon as possible upon delivery
· 50 slots are available per year for apple in quarantine 
· September 30 is the deadline for requesting slots for imported plants

CGC Activities

Crop Vulnerability Statement 
· New standardized format was distributed
· Writing in May and June, Revisions and editing in July and August, Submission to Journal of the American Pomological Society in September, 2013 and posted on CGC website
· Document will be posted on GoogleDocs for a joint writing effort
· Writing committee: Carole Bassett, Margarita Bateman, Susan Brown, Thomas Chao, Gennaro Fazio, Ian Merwin, Jay Norelli, Gayle Volk, Kenong Xu, Gan-Yuan Zhong
· Other volunteers are welcome to participate in the writing or editing process. Please let Gayle know so she can add to the committee and invite participation on GoogleDocs. 

Germplasm Explorations
	Deadline July 26, 2013

2013 Apple Evaluation Grants
· Deadline May 10, Email to Gayle.Volk@ars.usda.gov
· Maximum level $15,000, but proposals may be funded for less ($12,000?). 

Membership	
Proposed new members: Sean Myles, Tracy Lusky
· Gayle will contact and invite their participation on the Apple CGC

New Business
Proposed face-to-face meeting in Geneva in September or October. 

Topics Reserved for Next Teleconference, Proposed for June, 2013
· Research Updates: To be discussed on a future teleconference
	Physiological 
	Molecular/Genetic/Sequencing
	Conservation
· Apple Collection Maintenance 
· Apple Evaluation/Collection Needs & Priorities 
