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MEXICO

El estado de Michoacan es el principal productor de aguacate en México, con mas de 108 mil
hectareas. El cv. Hass se produce en el 95% de esta superficie y cerca de 6 mil hectareas estan plantadas
con el cv. Méndez, que a diferencia de ‘Hass’, su principal produccién ocurre en el verano (fruto conocido
como de la “floracion loca”) pudiendo alcanzar mayor precio. El incremento de la superficie con ‘Méndez’
hace necesario generar informacion para el manejo adecuado de la nutricion de los huertos. El objetivo de
estainvestigacion fue comparar la composiciéon y remocion de nutrimentos por los tejidos del fruto (epidermis,
pulpa, testa y embrion) de los cvs. Hass (cuajas de las floraciones loca, normal y marcefia) y Méndez (cuaja
de su floracién normal, homodloga de la loca) en Michoacan. Se seleccionaron dos huertos comerciales de
‘Hass’ y cuatro de ‘Méndez’ y en cada uno de ellos se marcaron ocho y seis arboles, respectivamente. De
cada arbol se obtuvieron dos frutos en madurez fisiolégica (23.5% de materia seca) y fueron separados
en epidermis, pulpa, testa y embrién. A cada tejido del fruto se le determiné la concentracion de N, P, K,
Ca, Mg, S, Na, CI, Fe, Cu, Mn, Zn y B. Se realiz6 analisis de la varianza y comparacién de medias de
Waller-Duncan (P =0.05) y LSD (P = 0.05). Los frutos de ‘Méndez’ de la cosecha de verano tuvieron mayor
concentracion y mayor remocion de nutrimentos que ‘Hass’. Independientemente de la época de cuaja de
‘Hass’, los frutos de ‘Méndez’ tuvieron mayor concentracion de varios nutrimentos y una mas alta remocién
de nutrimentos. La nutricién del aguacate ‘Méndez’ debe considerar una mayor aplicacién de nutrientes.
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Mission of PROCINORTE’s tropical and subtropical fruit taskforce
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ESTADOS UNIDOS DE NORTEAMERICA - MEXICO

Canada, Mexico and United States are countries that share many interests in agricultural affairs.
The three countries have been commercial partners for many years, and most recently they have been
working under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) umbrella. The three countries are
natural commercial partners sharing several common problems in agriculture. Some of these problems
are related to food safety and quality, control of pests and diseases, and other issues concerning food
exports and imports. One very important mechanism to facilitate the institutional and technical integration of
Canada, United States and Mexico is PROCINORTE under the umbrella of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Northern Regional Center. PROCINORTE is a cooperative Program in
Research and Technology for the Northern Region, with an Umbrella Task Force that determines common
research priorities. Within PROCINORTE, several initiatives or task forces have been formed. The Tropical
and Subtropical Fruits Task Force was established in 2002. The main goal of this task force is to improve
production, consumption and trade of tropical and subtropical fruits in the entire PROCINORTE region.
Specific objectives are to: 1) encourage the communications and collaboration among scientists working in
quality, safety, and production of tropical and subtropical fruits; and 2) identification of common problems
and opportunities associated with tropical fruit production and quality and work jointly in research projects
to solve these. A summary of activities carried out by the Tropical and Subtropical Fruits Task Force is
presented here.
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